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Diocesan procedures regarding the sacrament of confirmation

We are grateful for the reliable and faithful efforts made by many of you to keep the sacramental
registers in your parishes current, and for sending information about baptisms, confirmations, and
marriages in your parishes to the chancery on an annual basis, using the diocesan form.

We want to ensure that everyone responsible in some way for the preparation of candidates for
confirmation and/or for the recording of confirmations is aware of the proper diocesan procedures
regarding these matters. Please also communicate this information to the coordinators of the
Confirmation/First Eucharist Preparation Program and to the Parish Secretary.

A. Celebration and Recording of Confirmation

1.

Proof of baptism:

A person is to be registered as a candidate for confirmation only upon presentation of a
baptismal certificate signed by the pastor or delegate (e.g. Parish Life Director) of the place
of baptism and sealed with the parish seal (canons 889 and 535, §3). If a baptismal
certificate is not available, the baptismal status of the candidate is to be established by the
sworn affidavit of a reliable witness to the baptism (canon 876).

In the case of a person baptized as an adult who is legitimately not able to obtain a
baptismal certificate, his/her oath that she/he was baptized will be acceptable proof of the
baptism (canon 876). Please contact the chancery if you require this form.

Faculty for Confirmation:

Ordinarily it is the Diocesan Bishop who administers the sacrament of confirmation
personally. Additionally, either the law itself or the diocesan bishop may grant the faculty to
administer confirmation to a priest.

By the law itself: A priest who, by virtue of his office or mandate of the diocesan bishop
(e.g. pastors), baptizes or receives into full communion someone who is of catechetical age
has the faculty to confirm that person (see canon 883, 2° and Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults, p. 7, no. 14). The faculty to confirm is also automatically granted to any priest when
the one being confirmed is in danger of death (canon 883, 3°).

By the diocesan bishop: In most other cases, a priest must receive this faculty from the
diocesan bishop in order to_validly confirm (canon 882). Please contact the chancery if
there is a circumstance where the parish priest is seeking to administer confirmation, apart
from those situations listed above.

Registration of Confirmation:
Each parish is to have a parochial register of confirmations, inscribed and preserved under

the direction of the pastor or parish life director (canon 895). This register, maintained in
the parish archive, is to contain the following information for each person confirmed:
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Name of confirmand

Name of the minister (bishop or presbyter)

Names of the parents (with maiden name of mother)
Names of sponsor(s)

Place and date of the conferral of confirmation

This same information is to be forwarded annually to the chancery on the diocesan form
that is sent out to each parish every year (canon 895).

4. The Pastor or Parish Life Director (or delegate) of the confirmand is to inform the Pastor of
the place of baptism about the conferral of confirmation so that a notation is made in the
baptismal register according to the norm of canon 535, §2.

NOTE: Notice of confirmation of people who were baptized in a non-Catholic Christian
church is never sent to the non-Catholic church of baptism. (See Form C-RN.)

B. Some special considerations regarding confirmation of people being received into the
full communion of the Catholic Church:

For adults and children baptized in a non-Catholic, Christian community who are received into
full communion with the Catholic Church:

1. Reception of baptized adults and children of catechetical age into full communion with the
Catholic Church is normally to be done through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults pp.
225-236- a rite which includes confirmation.

Children of catechetical age whose parents are being received into the full communion of
the Catholic Church are ordinarily received into the Church with their parents.

Recording in parish register: The reception of adults and children of catechetical age into
full communion needs to be recorded both in the baptismal and the confirmation registers
of the parish where the reception takes place.

2. When their parents are received into the Church, baptized children younger than the
catechetical age do not go through any ceremony to be received into the Catholic Church.
They become members of the Church at the same time as do their parents.

Recording in parish register: The child's original baptism is recorded in the parish
baptismal register with a note of their being joined to the Catholic Church through the act of
their parents' initiation. Confirmation of such children then takes place when they become
of catechetical age.

To assist you in the gathering of information about confirmands in order to fulfill the above
procedures, we are attaching Form C-RN. Please photocopy this form for your parish needs.

If you have any questions about these procedures, please consult the Office of Evangelization &
Catechesis or the chancery.

Rev. Darryl Millette
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