Cycle A — Ascension of the Lord — May 17, 2026

World Communications Day
“Why do you stand looking up toward heaven? ...
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 47)
All: Alleluia, alleluia!

Leader: Clap your hands all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.

All: For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a
great king over all the earth.

Leader: God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

All: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Amen. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 28:16-20

For Matthew, and for John, ascension coincided with the resurrection, thus completing
Christ’s glory in heaven. The end of Matthew’s Gospel has Jesus declaring his authority
and commissioning the apostles to carry on his work of spreading the Good News of
God’s reign of peace, justice and love.

1. This scene takes place on a mountain — what other scenes with Jesus take place on
a mountain? What, in your opinion, is the importance of the mountain?

2. How do you express the Great Commission to “make disciples, baptize and
teach?”

LIVING THE WORD
God’s challenge — make an effort this week to connect with a newly baptized/confirmed
parishioner.

PRAYING THE WORD
Intercession: We pray for those newly baptized and received in the church at Easter; and
for all of us as we support them in becoming an evangelizing presence in

God’s mission. We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father...")



Concluding Prayer:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

God of glory, who has exalted our Lord and Saviour
and commissioned his followers
to teach and baptize.

We offer you our praise,
we offer you our lives in service of the Gospel.

You, Lord Jesus, are the hope to which you call us,
seated at the right hand of God
and promising to be with us to the end of the age.

Guide our hearts into becoming

a compassionate and radiant presence of your love
in order to draw all people to yourself.

Alleluia. Amen.

Let us share with one another the peace of the risen Lord.



