
Cycle A – Palm Sunday/Passion of the Lord – April 2, 2023 
“Who is this? …” 

 
OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 22)   
 
Leader:  All who see me mock at me, 
  They make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
 
All:   “Commit your cause to the Lord, let him deliver; 
  Let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
 
Leader:  They divide my clothes among themselves, 
  And for my clothing they cast lots, 
 
All:   But you, O Lord, do not be far away! 
  O my help, come quickly to my aid! 

Amen. 
 

 
First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7 
 
As one of the four “Suffering Servant Songs” found in Isaiah, these words, first referring to 
the people of Israel in exile in Babylon, now reveal to Christians the nature and meaning of 
Jesus’ life and death. God’s love is so important and so potent that even dreadful suffering 
cannot hold it back. If we want to know what God’s love is like, look at it closely in the 
brokenness of the One who did not hide His face from insult and spitting. 
 

1. Have you ever been the object of insult and harassment? 
2.   How does your faith in Jesus as the “Suffering Servant,” help you to face     
      your own suffering? 
 

 
Second Reading – Philippians 2:6-11 
 
Paul’s eloquent words in this passage drive home our human pre-occupation and self-
centredness, resulting in a blindness to our own sinful nature and to the great work of Jesus 
Christ. Paul’s words wake us up again. Paul describes how Jesus has emptied himself to 
accomplish what we simply cannot do for ourselves. Jesus Christ is truly our Saviour. God’s 
key to our salvation is found in Jesus: His Incarnation as a human being, His death on the 
cross, leading to exaltation, entitling Him to all of our praise and worship. 
 

1. How do Paul’s words affirm, and challenge, at this time in your life? 
2. Do you know people today who can “empty themselves” in similar manner to 

Jesus? 
3. When have you felt called to offer Jesus Christ the praise and gratitude that Paul 

expresses here? 



 
 
Gospel Reading – Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 
 
The stories of transformation of the past three Sundays – the woman at the well, the healing 
of the blind man, and the raising of Lazarus – now culminate in the final act of 
transformation in the Son of God. Everything is upside-down: the One without sin feels total 
abandonment and suffers an innocent death. The God who surprised us in Bethlehem again 
surprises us at the cross. Everything seems an utter failure, yet everything has been 
transformed forever. 
 

1. How does Jesus’ journey to the cross speak to you this year? 
2. When have you felt like an utter failure, and only later discovered the 

transforming effect of the experience? 
3. In what ways will you walk with this Gospel during Holy Week? 

 
 
LIVING THE WORD 
 
What is God’s challenge for me this week? Perhaps it is to accompany the emptying spirit of 
Holy Week with concrete acts of giving? 
 
 
PRAYING THE WORD 
 
Intercession: For all in our world today whose innocent blood is shed; and for those who 
willingly lay down their lives for God’s justice and peace. We pray to the Lord. 
 
(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”) 
 
Concluding Prayer: 
 
Leader:  Almighty, ever-living God,  

You have given us Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
as a model of humility and a mirror of your compassion. 
 

All:   He fulfilled your will by becoming human  
  and giving his life on the cross. 
 
Leader:  Help us to bear witness to you  
  by following his example of suffering 
 
All:   and thus make us worthy to share in his resurrection. 

Amen.  
 
Leader:  Let us share with one another the sign of Christ’s peace. 


