
Cycle A – Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 26, 2023 
Third Scrutiny in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

“Unbind him …” 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 130)      
 
Leader: Out of the depth I cry to you, O Lord. 
 Lord, hear my voice! 
 
All: Let your ears be attentive  
 to the voice of my supplications! 
 
Leader: For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
 and with him there is 
 great power to redeem. 
 
All: It is he who will redeem Israel 
 from all its iniquities. 
 Amen 
 
Gospel – John 11:1-45 
 
Approaching the end of his own journey, Jesus, in raising Lazarus, dramatically establishes 
his power over death, leading to a radical reinterpretation of what life and death are really 
about. As on the previous two Sundays, this Gospel accompanies a “Scrutiny” for the 
candidates for baptism, the last of three. Each Gospel connected to the three RCIA 
Scrutinies (The Woman at the Well, The Man Born Blind, and this week The Raising of 
Lazarus) is full of paradox and drama. The characters in each of these Gospel stories 
undergoes significant changes. These are not simply changes that have happened to people 
in the past – the stories also capture the changes that are happening in those being prepared 
to receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 
 

1. What part of the story of Lazarus speaks to you most strongly today? 
2. Have you ever experienced dramatic changes in your faith, as if moving from death 

to life? 
3. What part of our own vision for life or for the Church needs to be revived? 
4. Who do you identify with in this story at this moment in your life: the disciples, 

Mary, Martha, Jesus, Lazarus, the crowd? 
 
LIVING THE WORD 
 
What is God’s challenge for me this week? Perhaps it is to celebrate the sacrament of 
Reconciliation, visit the grave of a loved one, seek out the dying in our parish, or examine 
the vitality of your life vision? 
 



 
 
 
PRAYING THE WORD 
 
Intercession: For women, children, and men buried in the tombs of their own despair; for 

rescue workers, fire fighters and emergency relief teams; and for times when 
lack of vision buries us in hopelessness.    We pray to the Lord…. 

Invite other intentions, end with “Our Father …” 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Leader:  Lord of the living and the dead, 

you who called Lazarus to step forth alive 
and who by your own resurrection freed us from death. 
 

All:  We seek your deliverance from the tombs of our own making. 
  Do not let the power of death hold sway over this world 
  and, by our faith, make us heirs to your resurrection 
  for you live and reign for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Leader:  Let us share with one another the sign of Christ’s peace. 


