
Cycle A – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jan. 22, 2023 
(Sunday of theWord of God) 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near …” 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 27)   
   
Leader: The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
  whom shall I fear? 
All:  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
  of whom shall I be afraid? 
Leader: I believe that I shall see  

the goodness of the Lord 
  in the land of the living. 
All:  Wait for the Lord, be strong, 
  and let your heart take courage, 
  wait for the Lord! 
  Amen 
 
Gospel – Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Today we hear that Jesus made his home in his native Nazareth. Close connections 
are drawn between Jesus and John the Baptist, followed by Jesus calling two sets of 
brothers as his disciples. Normally in Jewish custom, disciples seek out their 
teacher. Here Jesus takes the initiative and chooses his disciples. His appeal is such 
that the brothers’ response is immediate and complete. 
 

1. Name the similarities with the first reading. Why do you think this was 
important  to Matthew? 

2.  How is this passage a summary of Jesus’ entire ministry and mission? 
3. How does Jesus call you, and how do you respond? 

 
 
LIVING THE WORD 
What is God’s challenge for me/us this coming week? 
 
PRAYING THE WORD 
 
Intercession: For peace in places of conflict and division in families, schools, the 

workplace, our parish, our world and for a deeper awareness among 
Christians of the importance to strive for unity in Christian witness. 
We pray to the Lord. 

 
Invite other intentions, then end with “Our Father …”) 
 



CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Leader:  Jesus, you call us to follow you 

and entrust us with your mission of love. 
 

All:  Forgive our strife, our divisions, 
  especially those created in your name. 
 
Leader: Draw our hearts ever closer to one another  
  through our common baptism and discipleship, 
 
All:  so that we become once again worthy  
  to bear your name as Saviour of the world. 
  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us share with one another the sign of Christ’s Peace. 
 


