
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
World Day of Peace – January 1 

Gospel only 
 

… So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in a manger.  
 

Theme:  As the Church carries on with the celebration of the Christmas season Mary 
continues to reveal her son to us.  Through Mary’s role as the Theotokos or God-bearer 
the fullness of both the humanity and divinity of Jesus are illumined.  The grace of God’s 
blessing shines on us through the face of her Son.  It is a blessing that was first bestowed 
on lowly shepherds.   
 
OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 67) 
 
Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
  and make his face shine upon us, 
  that your way may be known upon earth, 

your saving power among all nations.  
 

All:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge peoples with equity, 
  and guide the nations upon earth. 
  Let the peoples praise you, O God. 
 
Leader: The earth has yielded its increase; 
  God, our God has blessed us. 
  May God continue to bless us; 
  Let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 
 

Allow for a time of reflection after the gospel, 
 followed by a brief sharing in twos and threes on the following questions. 

 
1.  What do you find inspiring about Mary’s role as the Mother of God? 
2.  What does it meant to treasure the birth of Christ in your heart? 
3.  What moments/events in your own life do you treasure in your heart? 
 
 



LIVING THE WORD 
 
The expression on your face has the capacity to shine blessing on those around you.  
Make a conscientious effort to remain aware of this throughout the week and let your 
facial expression be the source of God’s blessing and love for others.  Pay special 
attention to making eye contact (and blessing) with those you might tend to avoid.   
 
PRAYING THE WORD 
 
Leader: Let us pray that the effort to bring about the full communion of Christians 

may foster peace and reconciliation among all peoples on earth. 
 

(Invite intercessions, ending with Our Father…) 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Leader: May the Lord bless and keep us, 
  May his face shine upon us and be gracious to us. 
 
All:  May the Lord lift up his countenance upon us, 
  and offer us his peace. 
  Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us share with one another a sign of this peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


