LAY FORMATION ALUMNI FINAL GATHERING
Kathy Hitchings - PANEL PRESENTATION

It 1s so good to be here!!
What a joy it was to greet so many of you as you arrived. How I have yearned to see you all
once again — And the HUGS!! How long have we waited for those HUGS!

I come to this weekend overwhelmed by GRATITUDE!!
I want to begin by thanking the Alumni Executive for this blessed opportunity to gather one
last time as Lay Formation participants.

Because of the nature of the Program, living together for 20 weekends, praying, learning,
sharing meals, sharing the tragedies and joys of our lives, in Lay Formation, we became
bonded by love. It was our experience when Ivan and I took the program (Graduates of *93)
and it was the beautiful metamorphosis that I observed in the participants over and over
through the years that I was privileged to be co-coordinator of the program.

We became bonded by our love of Jesus and each other - the special friendships that formed,
the new understandings and respect for each other that grew and the laughter and tears that
forged us into a deeply bonded community. It was a powerful Kingdom of God experience.

And the purpose, the goal, was to take that kingdom experience back, not so much the “what”
but the “how” of being bonded in love with each other. To take that back, to help create that
experience in our homes, our work, our communities and especially our parishes — to live the
Gospel as the hands and feet of Christ in daily life.

It is simply the Beloved faithful people who so easily do this when given the opportunity.
Lay Formation gave the opportunity, the gift of time, of quiet, of brilliant teaching, of prayer
and spiritual awakening — the opportunity to become your best self as God’s Beloved called
forth by Baptism.

I know that we also have with us unseen but present in spirit in the Communion of Saints, so
many who have gone before us.

e QOur dear Bishop Mahoney who trusted his people to develop something new and
untried for the lay people of his Diocese. Those of you who knew him know how
much he loved his people.

e First on that list of those he trusted was our beloved Sr. Cecile Fahl who designed the
LF Program.

e Fr. Don Hamel was one of the original Founding Committee members.

e Program Coordinator Bill Loren passed into God’s kingdom just this past week.



Amazing Scripture scholar Arlene Boulanger.

Carol Kohnke, who looked after the music for liturgy for years.

Vivian Whitehawk, our first Coordinator for the Aboriginal Stream.

Frank Munroe and Howard Cameron, Elders in the Aboriginal Stream.

Sr. Kay MacDonald, a Sister of Sion and world figure in Jewish relations and
interfaith.

Fr. Ron Beechinor who led so many of the end of program retreats.

e And of course, too many to name, so many of our Program Graduates who have now
gone to God.

We thank God for the gift of your lives and the sharing of your gifts and love. We will carry
you in our thoughts and our hearts through this time together and ask you to carry us in
prayer.

In that overwhelming gratitude I need to draw attention to the volunteers who came weekend
after weekend, often for years on end to provide the additional support to create the richness
of the program. Lots of grunt work, setting up and taking down, and much careful listening
in warm friendship and support with the participants. I apologize in advance for those I have
missed and leave it to Bonnie to name those who volunteered for the Eparchy.

Ann and Bill Loran, George Rolheiser (how many years, George?), My dear Ivan,
Agnes Pelletier, Elder Irene Sharp, Ann Lafleur, Renska Averyt, Judy Gatin,
and Joanne and Wayne Kyzyk.

Just a brief word about the beginnings of the Eparchial Stream which Sr. Bonnie has spoken
about.

The Eparchial Stream wove together a sharing of common topics while providing the
opportunity for participants to study their own tradition.

I want to express my gratitude for the window the Eparchial Stream provided for us Roman
Catholics, a window into the unique teachings, the spirituality and prayer life of our
Ukrainian Catholic “sister” church. What a gift it was to know how much bigger our church
is, and to encounter the wisdom of the teachings and Eastern prayer. I think of the Great
Water Blessing, Forgiveness Vespers and Divine Liturgy one month and Eucharist the next. I
am so thankful for the gift of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and its faith filled holy people.

In time, the blessing of the experience of “unity in diversity” lit the spark of the idea of an
Aboriginal Stream. It became a reality through the work of Harry Lafond, Frank Munroe and
Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie. For several months they met and consulted Elders to
figure out what topics of Indigenous teaching, culture, history, and spirituality were needed.



They then began the hard work of fitting it all together.

[ remember those many, many meetings. The Program topics were laid out on rolls of white
paper and stuck on the walls in Conference Room C. Topics were moved around, from month
to month in each weekend schedule, added and eliminated, until it all fit and the Aboriginal
Stream was born.

The Aboriginal Stream assured that Indigenous people from Saskatoon, Prince Albert and
Keewatin-Le Pas Dioceses would have the opportunity to study their Catholic faith in
conjunction with their Indigenous teachings, spirituality, and culture. And once again, the
Program that was developed assured that non-Indigenous program participants also learned
about the vibrant culture and world view of Indigenous Peoples — the spirituality and
ceremony — the teachings and the real history of Canada, not the “white-washed” history.

And we who had the privilege to observe the 3-Stream Program unfold, saw Indigenous
Catholics, Ukrainian Catholics and non-Indigenous Roman Catholics become bonded in love,
in respect and understanding. We watched the ignorance, the prejudice and stereotyping
slowly disintegrate. We had the privilege of encountering the gift of Truth and
Reconciliation.

What a privilege to be immersed in the work of the Holy Spirit! Was everything perfect?
No, we made lots of mistakes and I apologize if any of my words of actions were hurtful to
anyone. The holy people who came were the gift as they rolled with the challenges and
opened their hearts to the possibilities being offered.

Bonds of love are imperishable. As you came through the doors tonight, perhaps names were
forgotten but when our eyes met, it was as though we had never been apart. Your deep love
of God shines through you and has not been dimmed by time or the trials of life.

I know that the love of God that carries our world, all of creation and each other connects me
to each of you. The call of the Spirit is to hold our world in all its tragedy and suffering as
Jesus held it when he reached out his arms on the cross. I know that God’s got each of you
and me too in God’s heart and in everlasting bonds of love. We were given a wonderful
opportunity to enter in a very blest way into the Divine Dance of the Trinity. I know these
things with conviction much because of the gifts of the Lay Formation Program.

Thanks be to God!!

Kathy Hitchings,
Lay Formation Coordinator 1998 to 2011



