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On the Occasion of the Apology by Pope Francis for the Roman 
Catholic Church’s role in Residential School System 

 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Diocese of Saskatoon:  
   

I join with all of you in expressing appreciation and thanksgiving for the apology by 
Pope Francis earlier today at the Vatican for the Catholic Church’s role in what is known as 
the Indian Residential School System.  

 
I leave to each of you to your own reactions and impressions of the Holy Father’s 

words earlier today. However, I am hearing from many people – Indigenous and non-
Indigenous – that the Holy Father’s words and sentiments are heartfelt and provide much 
food for thought and reflection as we continue the long journey of careful and respectful 
hearing of stories from Indigenous peoples that marks the path towards healing. 

 
For those who have not heard the apology, it can be reviewed at: 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2022/april/documents/20220401-
popoli-indigeni-canada.html?fbclid=IwAR2o81Hz_OaekJHrWU0opk7Jprpq-
2I0kVuE0RuLRaeEfJQ55WRKGlDl6CM  

 
There is still a great journey ahead. However, it is a time to give thanks to God that 

we have reached this important benchmark.  
 
In the words we have prayed this past week from the Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Circle, we continue to pray: “That we who live in this land, Indigenous and non-
Indigenous together may experience healing and reconciliation, on a renewed 
journey for justice and peace for our children.” 

 
            Yours in our One God,  
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