
 

       
        October 21, 2021   

   
World Mission Sunday – October 24, 2021 

 
 Dear Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon:  
 
 I encourage us all to participate fully in the celebration of World Mission Sunday, October 
24, 2021. In his letter to the Church, Pope Francis highlights the theme of this year’s World Mission 
Day – ‘We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20). As he states,  
 

“ …each of us [is summoned] to ‘own’ and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This 
mission has always been the hallmark of the Church, for ‘she exists to evangelize’ (Saint Paul 
VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its prophetic power and its 
ability to awaken amazement and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw into 
little groups. By its very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing openness to embracing 
everyone, everywhere.” 

 
 The Holy Father reminds us that mission is a defining feature of the Church. “We know that 
the call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from earlier times. Today too 
Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges them to go forth 
to the peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion.” 
 
 In our current context, when we are very much challenged by the pandemic, and as we 
reflect strongly on the awareness of the ongoing call to walk with our Indigenous brothers and 
sisters on the journey of truth and reconciliation, Pope Francis calls us to never let crisis and 
division cut us off from each other. As he states,  
 

“…especially in these times of pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to widen 
our circle, to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part 
of our ‘circle of interests’ (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to be willing to think as 
Christ does, to believe with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters. May 
his compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.” 

 
 Catholics across Canada are invited to support the mission work of the Church through their 
prayers and contribution to the special collection October 24. I also look forward to announcing in 
the near future how our diocese will be supporting missionary projects through a new ‘missions 
appeal’ office. In the meantime, please see how the distribution of the proceeds is overseen by the 
Canadian and international Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS), and is used for the missionary work 
of the Church, at  www.missionsocieties.ca. 
 

 Yours in Christ  
 
 
  Mark A. Hagemoen   
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