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In this reflection, the word “discipleship” means a dynamic conversion happening outside of 
church buildings and in the crucible of dialogical and relational communities that made up the 
Metis Nation - the Métis, a people of Cree, Ojibway, French, secondarily English ancestry in 
Manitoba.  Métis Discipleship comes from a people’s historical experience and from their 
martyrdom during a dark period of Canada’s foundation.  

 
The early Métis people in Manitoba lived in small Red River settlements near their Indigenous kin 
and with the Oblates and Grey Nuns who helped form Catholic parishes.  The Hudson’s Bay 
carried commerce in the West in a vast and very large territory. The people were peaceful and 
prosperous during a good part of the century 1800 to 1870s.  

  
The Métis were known as a faithful religious people, devout Catholics combining aboriginal 
eschatological vision and French Roman Catholicism in a very unique way.  Bishop Taché, the 
Oblate Bishop describes their faithful zeal in his memoirs – “Mission – 20 years” in words 
reminiscent of first-generation Christian communities.  

 
Many others living at the time - English prominent families and the Catholic religious stood by 
Louis Riel as the leader of the Catholic Métis after the founding of Manitoba.  

 
Father Noël-Joseph Ritchot, was a Roman Catholic priest noted for his advocacy with the 
Government of Canada on behalf of the Métis during the Red River Resistance of 1869–1870. 
 
Central to Métis Discipleship is the sacrifice of Louis Riel, the leader of the Catholic Métis people. 
Three critical pieces for “Metis discipleship” and vision today rests on ‘faith”, “language” and 
“relational and esthetic experience” which lie at the core of Métis discipleship.  What is less 
known about the Métis is the religious persecutions they endured as martyrs of the faith in the 
events known as the Reign of Terror that occurred following the birth of Manitoba.    

 
Colonialism and racist motivations were at play following the creation of Manitoba but what 
distinguished the Métis in the Red River – as a people was their faith being mostly Catholic rather 
that resulted in heightened unmitigated lawlessness and violence leading to their persecution. 
Central Canada had acquiesced to the existence of French and Catholic realities in the East but 
were not going to see this repeated in the West. 

 
This reflection is on the Métis People, their post Confederation period 1870-75 experience in 
Manitoba, during the Reign of Terror ending with Riel’s execution representing the martyrdom 
of the Métis as a religious group. Louis Riel’s death was clearly more than colonial justice.  The 
Métis leader greater sin was his Catholic discipleship sealing his fate and those of other Métis 
martyrs. 

 



By 1880 (10 years) after Confederation – 65% of the Métis population in Manitoba dispersed to 
the Province to Saskatchewan, the USA, Alberta and BC as well as the North. They became 
landless through land scrip practices post 1870. The situation in Saskatchewan was another phase 
of great suffering for the Métis ending in with the military defeat in 1885 Batoche Saskatchewan. 
 
The fight for land rights was lost once again for the Métis people in the West.  The rest of my 
reflection is on reconciliation today based on the largely unrecognized martyrdom and 
discipleship of the Métis people and of the founder of Manitoba Louis Riel. 
  
Reconciliation for the Métis people has been limited to reclaiming Métis people rights with 
government negotiations and also in the courts. It has also led to a large number of Métis people 
losing Métis recognition from the historic rights holders.  

 
The Métis people who were Métis French Catholic want a different kind of reconciliation that 
includes recognition of their Métis martyrs. It would mean a pardon for Louis Riel: an apology by 
the Government for the Reign of Terror on the Métis leaders and the people as fundamental to 
their healing and assuming their rightful place modern day Canada.  
 
Métis Discipleship needs to be nurtured in the Church today. It involves recognizing their early 
martyrs and their uniqueness as a People of God.   
 
 
 
 


