
 

 
 
April 14, 2021 

      Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter 
 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines for Places of Worship 
 
 Dear Pastors and Clergy, Parish Life Directors, and Faithful of the 
Diocese of Saskatoon: 
 

I join many of you in disappointment at the April 13 announcement by the 
province’s Premier and Chief Medical Officer again reducing the numbers who can 
gather for worship in our churches.  

 
After a brief respite permitting gatherings of 30 per cent of a building’s capacity 

up to 150, we are again restricted to 30 persons being allowed in the building for 
worship services, without regard for the size of the building. 
 

While we understand the need to address rising numbers in COVID-19 cases in 
Saskatchewan, and in particular, the increase in the more-dangerous variants of the 
virus, we are once again frustrated that churches have been singled out for greater 
restrictions, while other service agencies, businesses, restaurants, bars, and retail 
outlets, etc. are exempt from any additional restrictions. It does feel as if faith 
communities are being unfairly singled out! For some among us, the disappointment 
and frustration of this is also a source of anger and even resistance.  
 

While I understand and deeply share the concerns being expressed, I wish to 
strongly affirm that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon will continue to cooperate 
with government efforts to combat the transmission of COVID-19, which remains a real 
and serious threat. This is a step we take in solidarity with all who are suffering, with 
those who are most vulnerable among us, in actions that are always consistent with the 
gospel call to guard every human life. 

 
At the same time, I continue to join other faith leaders in our province in strongly 

advocating for fair treatment for faith communities when it comes to numbers 
permitted to gather for worship, on par with restrictions placed on other sectors of our 
society. I also encourage any and all of the faithful with strong concerns about the 
current restrictions to contact the following:  

 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 
123 Nelson Rd    Phone:     306-242-1500 
Saskatoon  SK   S7S 1H1   Fax:         306-244-6010 
www.rcdos.ca    Toll free:   877-661-5005 



 

 
1. Your own MLA, names and addresses can be found at: 

https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/ 
2. Hon. Scott Moe, Premier of Saskatchewan:   

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net | 306-787-9433  
3. Saskatchewan Ministry of Health:  

he.minister@gov.sk.ca | 306-787-7345 
 

Please note that the Faith Leaders Liaison Group to the Government of 
Saskatchewan is also willing to accept your messages and will forward them to the 
government.  The group can be contacted via e-mail at: NJesson@archregina.sk.ca. 
 

Once again, I express my profound gratitude to all who persevere in faith and charity 
during these times of challenge, including our pastors, who have offered the 
Sacraments, ministry and support throughout this pandemic, grateful for the many 
creative ways you have reached out and continued to Proclaim Christ in every 
circumstance.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

 Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen 
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