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The following are guiding directives to help Pastors organize their Holy Week celebrations which 
supplement the general Covid19 Directives most recently updated from the Bishop’s office (25 February 
2021). The directives from Rome invite individual dioceses to navigate through as needed the Holy Week 
liturgies with appropriate pandemic precautions.  Last year’s directives are used as a frame of reference 
for the compilation of our diocesan holy week preparations with some practical adaptations. Individual 
pastors and parishes need to assess their own logistical and practical circumstances as to the feasibility of 
the following options: 
 
Palm Sunday (28 March 2021) – This year, within the Diocese of Saskatoon, Pastors may choose to use 
either the 2nd form (The Solemn Entrance) or 3rd form (The Simple Entrance) indicated in the Roman 
Missal.  In opting for the 2nd form, congregants are to remain in their pews throughout already holding 
palm branches in their hands. The priest begins the liturgy at a suitable place outside the sanctuary (audible 
and visible to the congregants situated in their pews).  Typically, this would be near the entry way of the 
church. Following the reading of the Gospel, a suitable hymn may be sung while he processes alone into 
the sanctuary.  Omitting the ‘Introductory Rites’ and ‘Kyrie’, he says the Collect and continues Mass in 
the usual way. The 3rd form (The Simple Entrance) simply begins like a typical mass, omitting the 
proceeding Gospel and solemn entrance. It begins with an entrance antiphon (opening hymn) while the 
priest approaches the altar and he continues with Mass in the usual way.  
 
If palms are to be prepared and available for parishioners, it is recommended the palms in a sanitary 
manner be prepared in advance and placed in the designated seating areas such that upon the people’s 
arrival, individuals or a household will find them laid out individually. Members of the same household 
can always split 1-2 palms for their children as needed in their pews. Any pastor may omit the distribution 
of palms if deemed infeasible for his parish. 
 
Chrism Mass (29 March 2021) – 6.30pm; Priests are to save the date with more details to come as we 
have a clearer picture of gathering size and government restrictions nearing the end of this month. The 
option remains from Rome to postpone to another date if necessary. 
 
Holy Thursday (1 April 2021) – the washing of the feet, which is already optional, is to be omitted 
again this year.  At the end of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the procession and reposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament in an altar of repose is to be omitted. In the Diocese of Saskatoon, parishes may choose to 
organize times for Eucharistic Adoration up until midnight on Holy Thursday. If the tabernacle is not 
situated in the sanctuary (and the larger worship space area) – exposition of the Blessed Sacrament may 
be done upon the main altar in a monstrance. Parishes are strongly recommended to use their pre-existing 
scheduling systems to ensure compliance to the pertinent gathering size restrictions and directives 
requiring physical distancing from those of other households. At all times of posted exposition and 
adoration, the faithful and/or the priest must be present and not left unattended. Be mindful of security 
in the evening hours. 
 
Good Friday (2 April 2021) – The Adoration of the Cross may happen according to either the first or 
second form for veneration with the following recommendations which supplement what is found in the 
Roman Missal. In short, the first form has the priest retrieving the cross (from the sacristy or another 



suitable place). For this year, he alone should process to and from this place. Then standing in a stational 
spot in the sanctuary – in front of the altar near the front of the sanctuary – elevates the cross so as to 
show it to the people.  Three times he or a cantor intones the chant (Behold the wood of the Cross…) 
removing gradually after each intonement the violet veil upon the cross. At the end of the singing, all 
kneel and for a brief moment adore in silence (remaining in their pews) while the priest stands and holds 
the cross raised. 
 
If the second form is used, the priest alone retrieves and processes with the cross. He is to follow the 
customary procession stopping three times (once at the entry way of the Church, in the middle, and at 
the entrance of the sanctuary. Again, he or a cantor intones three times and gradually unveiling the violet 
covering over the cross. After, candles may be placed near the cross – the priest, removing his chasuble 
and – if appropriate – his shoes too, venerates the cross by a kiss or simple genuflection before it.  The 
faithful, if a parish deems it feasible, may approach in an orderly manner towards the cross. All the while 
maintaining physical distancing from members of other households. This year, we omit any 
touching/kissing the cross itself; however, individuals or one household at a time may show reverence to 
the cross with a simple genuflection or a profound bow. After which, the people may make the sign of 
the cross and return safely to their pews. Floor markings (if not already indicated for the Communion 
Rite, should be clear).  Instructions to the faithful should be made clear and ushers may be used to help 
facilitate this safely and reverently. 
 
The Easter Vigil (3 April 2021) – within the Diocese of Saskatoon, adapted for this year; the first 
option would see the priest alone, gathering at the paschal fire (after which it can be attended to by an 
assisting person). He begins the liturgy outside the church or in an adequate portico.  The people 
remaining stationary in their pews throughout. The location of the fire can be determined, with the people 
being able to at least audibly hear the initial prayers from their pews.  Tapers (individual candles) can be 
sanitized and placed in the assigned seats of the congregants. These and any other necessary preparations 
are to be done safely in advance to the start of the liturgy. Following the initial prayers, the priest then 
processes into the church with the paschal candle and continues the Easter liturgy in the typical way 
(choir/priest intoning three times ‘The Light of Christ…’). Once arriving in the sanctuary – the priest 
places the paschal candle in its holder. He lights from it the tapers of 1-2 ushers/or assisting servers who 
carefully light some of the congregant’s tapers at the end of each occupied aisle. The Exsultet is then 
chanted by the priest, deacon or cantor and the liturgy continues in the usual way.  The relighting of the 
tapers during the renewal of baptismal promises can be omitted this year. A second option continues 
to exist this year to omit the traditional blessing of the Easter fire, and simply begin the liturgy in the 
sanctuary, with the paschal candle already lit. The Exsultet then is sung by the priest, deacon, or cantor 
and the Easter liturgy continues in the usual way.  
 
Baptisms, Confirmations and/or Reception into Full Communion, if celebrated during the Easter Vigil 
are to be administered – mindful of the previously stated protocols – at their typical timing during the 
liturgy. As far as possible have the Elect and/or candidates remain situated in their assigned seating 
throughout the rites except when absolutely necessary to approach.  Individual dishes/with the use of 
cotton balls can be used for the Oil of Catechumens and Oil of Chrism. All these items are to be prepared 
safely in advance.  The priest purifies and sanitizes in between the administration to different persons.   

~~~ 

After consulting the appended resources – if you have any further questions regarding these our other 
liturgical matters – feel free to contact Fr. Geoffrey Young (gyoung@rcdos.ca | 639-471-3246).  

 


