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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 
it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, 
it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness,  
it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair,
we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, 
we were all going direct to Heaven, 
we were all going direct the other way. . . .”

Charles Dickens,  A Tale of Two Cities, 1859





CURRENT 
REALITY IN 
WORLD TODAY

Every year, at least 1 billion children – ½  of the world’s children –
experience violence. 

3 in every  4 children, under the age of 5, experience violent 
discipline at the hands of caregivers. 

Almost 1/3 of school students have been bullied by their peers at 
least once in the past month.

Children now account for 30 % of those who are trafficked, with the 
sexual exploitation of victims being the main driver of human 
trafficking.

Children with disabilities are almost  4 times more likely to 
experience violence than other children, while children from other 
disadvantaged groups also face disproportionately high levels of 
violence. 

Refugee and migrant children often find that violence is a constant 
companion: driving them from their home countries, accompanying 
them on their journey, and waiting for them at their destination.

Sources;   Human Rights Council; UNICEF; UNESCO; UN News.







COVENANT OF CARE

Proclaim Christ and God’s Kingdom
Promote the Healing Journey in the Lord  Healing, 
growth, serving, ongoing conversion 

• Promote “listening, caring, accompanying” to provide 
support for those struggling with emotional and mental 
health, addictions and/or grief recovery

• Provide healthy and safe communities free from 
trauma and abuse

• Build the relationship between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples of our communities

• Provide opportunities for women and men to recover 
from trauma and dysfunction



www.https://charterforcompassion.org



The Canadian Children’s Charter
www.childrenfirstcanada.com

KEEPING THE PROMISE: ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN BY 2030

Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against Children, July, 2019 United Nations

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org>news>keeping-promise-ending-violence-against-children-2030
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FUNDAMENTALS OF CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION
By Richard Barrett      www.valuescentre.com



SAFE-
GUARDING 
CULTURE

Justice for all

Transparency and openness

Community of equals

Non-violent stance

Compassionate care





Still Unhealed – Treating the Pathology in the 
Clergy Sexual Abuse Crisis by Nuala Kenny, SC

Vatican 11 Documents – Lumen Gentium

Possible Resources for Education

Bridge Dialogues:  laity and clergy reimaging the 
church.   www.THEBRIDGEDIALOGUES.ORG











1. The strength of a priest depends on his relationship with Christ. 

2 . The priest must be close to the people he serves. 

3. The authority of the priest must be linked to service, especially to those  
who are poor and weak. 

4. The priest must be a minister of mercy.

5. The priest is called to a simplicity of life.

6. The priest must be a model of integrity.

7.  The priest should be a source of blessing for his people.

7 PILLARS OF PRIESTHOOD











Violence is preventable.





2. Violence 
begets 

violence.



3. Violence is 
a learnt 

behavior.



4. All violent 
behavior is 

unacceptabl
e.  

Respect the person!



5. Violence is 
an

imbalance of 
power.



6. Violence is 
maintained 

by 
manipulation 
and control.



7. Perpetrators 
of violence are 
usually acting 
out of pain.



COMPASSIONATE CARE
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