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THEMES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 
& 2019 FEDERAL ISSUES

1. Human Dignity
a. In a world warped by materialism and declining respect for human life, the Catholic Church proclaims that 

human life is sacred and that the dignity of the person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. Our 
belief in the sanctity of human life and inherent dignity of the human person is the foundation of our social 
teaching.  Everyone must be encouraged and enabled in their search for Truth, which is God.

b. Election Issues:
i. Socially-Assisted Death
ii. Abortion 

2. Community and the Common Good
a. In a global culture driven by self-immersion and self-righteousness, our tradition proclaims that social 

relationships are sacred, because they are the means by which we help one another to seek and find God. 
How we organize our society in economics and politics, in law and policy directly affects our dignity as 
humans and our capacity to grow in community. Our Church teaches that the role of government and other 
institutions is to protect human life and dignity, and to promote that which is truly in the common interest.

b. Election Issues:
i. Development of the Family
ii. Support for the Elderly 

3. Stewardship of Creation
a. Catholic tradition insists that we show our respect for the Creator and for future generations by our 

stewardship of all creation. We are called to live our faith through right relationship with all that God has 
provided for our use. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions which 
cannot be ignored, particularly in this time of climate crisis.

b. Election Issues:
i. Climate Change
ii. Sustainability 

4. Rights and Responsibilities
a. Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected, and a healthy community can be achieved only 

if individuals embrace their responsibility to stand up for human rights. Every person has a fundamental right 
to life and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and 
responsibilities to one another, to our families, and to the larger society.

b. Election Issues:
i. Conscience Rights
ii. Economic Justice 

5. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
a. Catholic teaching proclaims that a basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society 

marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment 
(Matthew 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.

b. Election Issues:
i. Poverty Reduction
ii. Support for the Marginalized & Vulnerable
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THEMES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 
& 2019 FEDERAL ISSUES

6. Participation and Subsidiarity
a. All people have a right as well as a duty to participate in the economic, political, and cultural life of society. 

This is a fundamental demand of justice and a requirement for human dignity. Conversely, it is wrong for a 
person or a group to be excluded unfairly or to be unable to participate in society.

b. Election Issues:
i. Rights and Duties of Cities and Provinces
ii. Encouragement of the Not-for-Profit and Charitable Sectors 

7. Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
a. In a marketplace where too often the quarterly bottom line takes precedence over the rights of workers or 

the good of the community, we believe that the economy must serve people, not the other way around. If the 
dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected – the right to productive 
work, to decent and fair wages, to organize and join unions, to private property and to economic initiative.

b. Election Issues:
i. Dignified Employment for a Living Wage
ii. Thriving, Local Small Businesses 

8. Solidarity
a. Catholic social teaching proclaims that we, the many members of Christ’s one body, are our brothers’ and 

sisters’ keepers, wherever they live. We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, 
and ideological differences. Solidarity means that “loving our neighbour” has global dimensions in an 
interdependent world.

b. Election Issues:
i. Immigrants & Refugees
ii. Indigenous Reconciliation 

9. Role of Government, Good Governance, & Character in Public Office
a. Acting always in service of the people, the state has a positive moral duty to promote human dignity, protect 

human rights, and build the common good. It must assist citizens in fulfilling their responsibilities to others 
in society, which in in today’s complex society cannot adequately be carried out on a one-to-one basis. 
Government must always enable citizens to fulfill their responsibilities and promote the common good.

b. Election Issues:
i. Stewardship of Public Funds
ii. Responsible, Ethical Government 

10. Promotion of Peace
a. Catholic teaching promotes peace as a positive, action-oriented concept. “Peace is not just the absence 

of war,” said Pope John Paul II, “it involves mutual respect and confidence between peoples and nations. It 
involves collaboration and binding agreements”. Peace and justice are linked: Peace is the fruit of justice.” 

b. Election Issues:
i. International Development
ii. Global Weapons Trade
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH HUMAN DIGNITY

As Catholics, we believe that every single person is a child of God., whom God is calling lovingly.  Human life is sacred, 
and it is not our place to interfere with it. All of us are born in the image of God, with inherent dignity. This dignity—and 
respect for it—must be the moral bedrock of our politics. First in the list of human rights acknowledged by the Church “is 
the right to life, from conception to its natural end, which is the condition for the exercise of all other rights and, in partic-
ular, implies the illicitness of every form of procured abortion and of euthanasia.” Read more at Section 155 of the Compen-
dium of the Social Doctrine of the Church at http://catholicconscience.org/19832

As Catholics, we are called to hold human dignity firmly in mind while voting. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which human dignity must be considered: 

socially-assisted death and abortion.

Voluntary termination of life—at any stage—necessarily denies an individual the opportunity to use his or her gifts, whatever his 
or her circumstances, to fulfill themselves by advancing their search for God. Catholics oppose the voluntary termination of life at 
any point between conception and natural death.  Instead, the Church calls us to nurture and support one another throughout 
life.

Socially‐Assisted Death Abortion

LIBERAL POLICY:  The Liberal government legalized socially-
assisted death for adults in June 2016.  “Eligible” adults must 
have a “grievous and irremediable,” though not necessarily 
terminal, ”medical condition.” In accordance with the act 
which legalized SAD, a formal review of the legislation is 
required in June 2021 at which time consideration will 
be made whether to expand SAD in three areas: mature 
minors, advance requests for SAD, and SAD where a mental 
disorder is the sole underlying condition. Review the Liberal 
government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19370    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19869

CONSERVATIVE POLICY:  The Conservative Party opposes 
SAD; opposes extension of SAD to minors, incompetent 
individuals, and those with developmental challenges. 
Read about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments 
at  http://catholicconscience.org/19785

Since the 1984 decision in Regina v. Morgenthaler, Canada 
has been one of the few countries to impose no limits on 
abortion. No major party has committed to legislating any 
aspect of abortion if they form government.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government has declined to 
allow any debate as to whether any limitations should be 
imposed to restrict the unfettered right to abortion. Prime 
Minister Trudeau used his party’s vetting process to bar pro-
life Liberal Party members from standing for Parliament. 
Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 
campaign promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19532    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19140

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative Party has 
announced that it will not support legislation for regulation 
of abortion.  Read about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign 
commitments at  http://catholicconscience.org/19809
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH HUMAN DIGNITY

NDP POLICY: The NDP states without qualification that it 
believes in “respect for peoples’ rights to make decisions 
about their own bodies and their own lives.”  Read about the 
NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19354

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party supports the Liberal’s 
socially-assisted death law, “to allow for physicians to assist 
death in limited cases and circumstances involving adults 
with full mental capacity to consent, who find their situation 
unbearable.”  Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19883

NDP POLICY: The NDP promises to make abortions available 
in all hospitals and in all regions of the country as an insured 
healthcare service.  Read about the NDP’s platform at
http://catholicconscience.org/19928

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party promises to oppose 
any move to diminish the right of a woman to a safe, legal 
abortion; and to expand programs in reproductive rights 
and education to avoid unwanted pregnancies; and states 
that it favors expanded support for low-income mothers.   
Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19883

Socially‐Assisted Death Abortion

As Catholics, we are called to hold human dignity firmly in mind while voting. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which human dignity must be considered: 

socially-assisted death and abortion.
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH COMMUNITY & 
THE COMMON GOOD

Romans 12:4-18 reminds us that “we, though many, are one body in Christ,” and calls us to “love one another with mutual 
affection… be concerned for what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, on your part, live at peace with all.” As Catholics, 
we are called to live in what Jean Vanier called beloved community, loving one another as Christ loves all of us, working 
together for the good of all. This means that each of us must vote with the good of all in mind. As the Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church puts it, “Certain sins… constitute by their very object a direct assault on one’s neighbour… 
Social sin is every sin committed against the justice due in relations between individuals, between the individual and the 
community, and also between the community and the individual. Social too is every sin against the rights of the human 
person… and every sin against the dignity and honour of one’s neighbour.” Read more at Section 118 of the Compendium at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19666

As Catholics, we are called to vote with our beloved community and the true good of all in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which community and the common good must be considered: 

development of the family and support for the elderly.

Catholic social teaching states clearly, “The priority of the family over society and over the State must be affirmed… society and 
the State exist for the family. Every social model that intends to serve the good of man must not overlook the centrality and social 
responsibility of the family.” As we consider our vote, we must ask—what will the parties do to empower and nurture Canadian 
families? Catholic social teaching also tells us, “Love is also expressed in the generous attention shown to the elderly who live 
in families… If the elderly are in situations where they experience suffering and dependence, not only do they need health care 
services and appropriate assistance, but—and above all—they need to be treated with love.” Therefore, we must also consider 
what the parties plan to do to support our elderly citizens—particularly as our society ages overall.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberals have promised to raise tax 
exemptions for lower-income earners and to cut taxes for 
the middle class.  The party has also promised to work with 
telephone companies to lower cell phone bills by 25 per 
cent. In its current term Liberal government has provided 
financial support to families through tax reform like the 
Canada Child Tax Benefit and increased social infrastructure 
for child-care, and allowing parents to take longer parental 
leaves of up to 18 months with lower benefits. Review the 
Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign 
promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19855    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19195

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberals have committed to increasing 
Old Age Security by 10%, and the CPP survivor’s benefit by 
25%.  The Liberal government increased the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement for single low-income seniors by 10%, 
or $1000 per year, and made the Compassionate Care 
Benefit more flexible so that those who care for seriously ill 
family members can access six months of benefits. They also 
restored the age of eligibility for Old Age Security (OAS) and 
the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) benefits from 67 
back to 65. Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling 
its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19280    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19356

Development of the Family Support for the Elderly
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH COMMUNITY & 
THE COMMON GOOD

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to a Universal Tax Cut, reducing income taxes 
for every Canadian, and bringing the tax rate on income 
under $47,630 from 15 per cent to 13.75 per cent. The 
Conservatives have committed to eliminating the carbon 
tax, removing GST off home heating bills and home energy 
costs, and making parental benefits tax-free. Read about the 
Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19785

NDP POLICY: The NDP has promised to oppose stagnation of 
wages, rising housing costs, and the rising cost of prescription 
medicines; and to invest in healthcare and public services.  The 
party has called for national, public, and universal childcare 
programs, and for the construction of 500,000 affordable housing 
units over 10 years. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19770

GREEN POLICY: The Greens have committed institution of 
a Guaranteed Livable Income, and to a series of consumer 
protection initiatives to support families, including limiting 
credit card interest rates to a maximum of 10 percentage points 
above the Bank of Canada prime rate, limiting ATM fees to $1 
per transaction and prohibit financial institutions from charging 
their own customers ATM fees, and amending CRTC regulations 
to increase competition in the provision of cellular and internet 
services to consumers and decouple payments for cell phones 
from cell services. Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19587

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative party has 
promised a combination of measures to ease financial 
difficulties for seniors. These include expanding tax 
deductions for seniors and a credit for transit expenses, 
while lowering overall rates of personal income taxes. The 
Conservative Party has called for development of policies to 
enable more seniors to remain in their homes, rather than 
institutions supported by taxpayers; supports tax incentives 
for non-professional caregivers to look after the elderly or 
disabled at home and tougher penalties for elder abuse; and 
supports a National Disability Act to promote reasonable 
access to medical care, education, employment, and housing 
for the disabled. 
Read about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments 
at  http://catholicconscience.org/19785

NDP POLICY: The NDP has promised to work with provinces, 
territories, and stakeholders to amend the Canada Health Act 
to include national standards for home care and long-term 
care, and to create a National Dementia Strategy.  It would 
develop an elder abuse prevention plan; make the Canada 
Caregiver Tax Credit refundable; fight seniors’ isolation by 
working with cities to make transit more affordable and 
convenient, create more community recreation spaces, and 
support intergenerational co-housing programs. Read about 
the NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19159

GREEN POLICY: Green Party pledges such as the Guaranteed 
Livable Income, Pharmacare, public transportation, home 
retrofits and affordable housing are intended, among other 
things, to contribute to seniors’ quality of life. The Greens 
have committed to supporting innovative home-sharing 
plans and other measures to allow people to stay in their 
own homes as long as possible, while creating more long-
term care beds in neighbourhood facilities. Read about the 
Green’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19580

Development of the Family Support for the Elderly

As Catholics, we are called to vote with our beloved community and the true good of all in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which community and the common good must be considered: 

development of the family and support for the elderly.
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH STEWARDSHIP OF 
CREATION

Pope Francis said it best in his encyclical, Laudato Si: “Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential 
to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.” And he doesn’t mince words 
about the need for action: “We may well be leaving to coming generations debris, desolation and filth. The pace of 
consumption, waste and environmental change has so stretched the planet’s capacity that our contemporary lifestyle, 
unsustainable as it is, can only precipitate catastrophes, such as those which even now periodically occur in different areas 
of the world. The effects of the present imbalance can only be reduced by our decisive action, here and now.” As children 
of God, we are stewards of God’s creation—and must consider how our actions protect, or harm, this glorious gift God has 
given us. Read more in Chapter 10 of the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/ 19315

As Catholics, we are called to vote with our role as stewards of creation in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which stewardship of creation must be considered:

climate change & sustainability.

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si, quoted above, calls us to urgent action to address climate change. Not just our generation, 
but generations to come, depend on the work we do today to preserve our common home. Climate change is a characteristically 
international challenge and Canada has a role to play in fighting it, alongside and with all the nations of the world. One way we 
address climate change is by acting to make our economy and way of life more sustainable—not just for the sake of the planet, 
but for the sake of our own health and our prosperity. In doing so, we must bear in mind that every act, every purchase we make 
has not only an immediate and possibly global effect on the environment, but also exerts an influence on choices that will be 
offered to us in future: we vote not only in the poll booth, but with our dollars.

In November 2018, the Brown to Green Report of watchdog 
group Climate Transparency stated that “Saudi Arabia and 
Canada are the two G20 countries that have the highest 
levels of energy-related emissions per capita (2017) and do 
not show a decreasing emissions trend within the past five 
years.”

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal party stands by disputed 
claims that it has kept Canada on track to meet 2030 
emissions reduction targets, and has promised to hit net 
zero emissions by 2050, with 5-year check points along the 
way.  Their plan includes maintaining carbon taxes, using 
tax advantages to encourage green technology innovation, 
and planting 2 billion trees over the next decade. In June 
2018, the Liberal government enacted the Greenhouse 
Gas Pollution Pricing Act, which calls for payment of up 
to $50CAD per tonne of carbon emissions by 2022 by 
some emitters in some provinces. The Liberal Government 
approved the Trans Mountain Pipeline and purchased an 
ownership stake to help ensure the project is completed.   
Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 
campaign promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19911    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19486

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal Party will reduce corporate 
taxes by half for companies that develop technologies or 
manufacture products that have zero emissions. The Liberal 
government has cancelled the Northern Gateway pipeline; 
increased the amount of Canada’s protected marine and 
coastal areas by 5%; and established Canada Research Chairs 
in sustainable technology. Review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19451    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19869

Climate Change Sustainability
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH STEWARDSHIP OF 
CREATION

As Catholics, we are called to vote with our role as stewards of creation in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which stewardship of creation must be considered:

climate change & sustainability.

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative Party agrees to 
the Paris Agreement emissions reduction targets. They have 
committed to setting emissions standards for major emitters 
to incentivize the development of green technology; 
providing targeted accelerated capital cost allowances to 
industries that can be shown to reduce emissions in other 
countries; and believe Canadian energy products can be 
used to replace dirtier foreign energy sources. Read about 
the full Conservative’s environment plan at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19348

NDP POLICY: The NDP promises to declare a climate 
emergency, implement science-based greenhouse gas 
reduction targets to stabilize global temperature rise at 1.5° 
C; create an independent Climate Accountability Office to 
audit progress; continue carbon pricing, with rebates for 
qualifying households; and emphasize clean procurement 
by federal government, with clean buildings and electric 
vehicles. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19019

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party will pass into law a 
Climate Change Act requiring a 60 per cent cut in climate-
changing emissions below 2005 levels by 2030, reaching 
net zero in 2050. They will maintain a broad-based, 
revenue neutral carbon fee on all sources of carbon dioxide 
pollution. Revenues from the carbon fee would be returned 
to Canadians as a dividend. Read about the Green’s platform 
at  http://catholicconscience.org/19198

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative Party has 
committed to setting emissions standards for major emitters 
to incentivize the development of green technology; 
creating a Green Home Taxes Credit for homeowners to 
help pay for energy-saving renovations; ban the export of 
plastics waste; and work with provinces and municipalities 
to eliminate raw sewage dumps into marine or freshwater 
ecosystems. Read about the full Conservative’s environment 
plan at  http://catholicconscience.org/19844

NDP POLICY: The NDP promises to create an independent 
Climate Accountability Office to audit progress in climate 
change and sustainability; promises to emphasize clean 
procurement by federal government, with clean buildings 
and electric vehicles; and promises to invest in habitat 
restoration. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19361

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party will set legal emissions 
limits for industries that decline over time, with penalties 
for exceeding those limits. They believe we need to keep 
fossil fuels in the ground, and retool society to run on non-
polluting, renewable energy sources. No new pipelines, or 
coal, oil or gas drilling or mining, including offshore wells, 
will be approved by a Green government. Existing oil and 
gas operations will continue on a declining basis, with 
bitumen production phased out between 2030 and 2035. 
The Green Party will ban the sale of internal combustion 
engine passenger vehicles by 2030 while exempting new 
and used electric and zero-emission vehicles from federal 
sales tax. The Green Party seeks to end the use of nuclear 
power; encourage organic farming methods to improve 
sustainability; and replace GDP measurement with a new 
Genuine Progress Indicator that would take into account, 
among other things, sustainability. Read about the Green’s 
platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19998

Climate Change Sustainability
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

We are all children of God, imbued with inherent dignity. As a result, we all have inherent rights—but with those rights 
come responsibilities to our family, our neighbours, and our communities. Everyone has social responsibilities that must 
be fulfilled, says the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. “The conscience is called… to recognize and fulfil 
the obligations of justice and charity in society… This social doctrine implies responsibilities as well regarding the building, 
organization and functioning of society, that is to say, political, economic and administrative obligations — obligations of 
a secular nature — which belong to the lay faithful, not to priests or religious… By fulfilling these responsibilities, the lay 
faithful put the Church’s social teaching into action and thus fulfil the Church’s secular mission. Read more in Chapter 2, 
Part 2e in the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19759

As Catholics, we are called to vote with the rights of all, and our responsibilities to the community, in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which rights and responsibilities must be considered: 

conscience rights and economic justice.

In an era when socially-assisted death and abortion have 
become permissible in a secular context, it is critical that 
healthcare providers whose deepest moral convictions—
religious or otherwise—tell them that such procedures are 
wrong, not be forced to participate in them.  This is an 
unjustifiable infringement of their dignity and rights.

LIBERAL POLICY:  Prior to the 2015 election, the Liberal 
Party used its nominations vetting process to bar pro-life 
party members from standing for Parliament; the Liberal 
government has required healthcare professionals to make 
referrals for abortions and Socially-Assisted Death (SAD); 
and has refused funding for internships to organizations that 
oppose abortion (though they have amended this position). 
Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 
campaign promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19357    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19985

The Second Vatican Council stated, “The right to have 
a share of earthly goods sufficient for oneself and one’s 
family belongs to everyone. The fathers and doctors of 
the church held this view, teaching that we are obliged 
to come to the relief of the poor and to do so not merely 
out of our superfluous goods.” This principle describes 
what Catholic social teaching calls distributive justice. 
We have a responsibility to ensure that the basic material 
needs of everyone in our community is met. The Church 
has affirmed its support for the free market as the most 
efficient instrument for utilizing resources and responding 
to needs, with the strict qualification that the market must 
be regulated by appropriate legal norms so that it remains 
always at the service of human freedom and development.  
The Church affirms that every individual is called to work in 
accordance with her or his ability, and that work is necessary 
as an essential expression of human dignity. 

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government has increased 
the maximum Canada Student Grant for students from low 
and middle-income families; lowered the eligibility age for 
Old Age Security and the Guaranteed Income Supplement; 
cut the middle-income tax bracket; and introduced a new, 
higher tax bracket for those making over $200,000. The 
Liberals promise to increase their Canada Child Benefit 
with 15% more money for kids under the age of one, while 
making maternity and parental benefits tax-free. Review 
the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign 
promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19326    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19543

Conscience Rights Economic Justice
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

As Catholics, we are called to vote with the rights of all, and our responsibilities to the community, in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which rights and responsibilities must be considered: 

conscience rights and economic justice.

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: “On issues of moral conscience, 
such as abortion, marriage, and euthanasia,” the party 
has acknowledged “the diversity of personal convictions 
and the right of MPs to adopt positions in consultation 
with their constituents and vote freely.”  The party has 
declared support for conscience rights for doctors, nurses, 
and others to refuse to participate in or make referrals 
for abortion, assisted suicide, or euthanasia, and the right 
of faith-based organizations to refuse use of facilities to 
individuals or groups holding views that are contrary to 
their beliefs without fear of sanctions or harassment.  The 
party has affirmed its view that it is unethical and wrong to 
require applicants for government-funded programs to sign 
values attestations to be eligible for funding. Read about the 
Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at   
http://catholicconscience.org/19336

NDP POLICY: The NDP has no known published official 
position.  In May 2019, the party opposed a private member’s 
bill that would enshrine conscience rights for physicians and 
healthcare practitioners into law. “We are concerned that it 
creates a loophole whereby health professionals could deny 
a referral to a patient seeking medical assistance in dying.”  
Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19932

GREEN POLICY:  The party has no known published official 
position. The party has resolved to support changes to 
the Criminal Code to allow for physicians to assist death 
in limited cases and circumstances involving adults with 
full mental capacity to consent, who find their situation 
unbearable. Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19661

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have promised 
to “always champion the free market”, and seek to grow 
Canada’s economy by lowering taxes, reducing regulation, 
increasing resource exploration, increasing pipeline 
construction, and building new infrastructure projects to 
shorten commutes. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 
campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19328

NDP POLICY: The party proposes to raise taxes for larger 
corporations and for upper income-level earners.  The party 
believes that everyone deserves a living wage and proposes 
a federal minimum wage of $15 an hour that will cover 
over 900,000 workers.  The party proposes to work with 
provinces to launch a basic income pilot project.  Read about 
the NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19841

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party will measure well-being, 
rather than gross domestic product, as a sign of progress. They 
want to build an economy that embeds “conserver society” 
values rather than consumer society values, powered by 
renewable energy, organized for zero waste generation, that 
guarantees everyone a livable income, provides affordable 
housing for everyone, provides universal comprehensive 
health care and education, protects minorities from 
discrimination, ensures gender equality, builds community 
resilience and self-reliance, and ensures fair taxation and 
fiscal stewardship. The party proposes to replace gross 
domestic product as an indicator of national well-being with 
a new Genuine Progress Indicator that considers literacy, 
health and fitness, family time, public infrastructure, cultural 
institutions, community volunteerism, and environmental 
health as indexes of national prosperity. Read about the 
Green’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19813

Conscience Rights Economic Justice
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH PREFERENTIAL 
OPTION FOR THE POOR

The Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching reads, “The poor, the marginalized and in all cases those whose living 
conditions interfere with their proper growth should be the focus of particular concern… The poor remain entrusted to us 
and it is this responsibility upon which we shall be judged at the end of time.” We must have special concern for the poor 
among us, “the immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy, the homeless, those without health care and, above all, 
those without hope of a better future.” We remember Jesus’ own words: what we do to the least among us, we do to him. 
Read more in Chapter 4, Part 3c in the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19006

As Catholics, we are called to vote with special concern for the poor and the vulnerable of all kinds. Here are just two federal 
political issues in which the preferential option for the poor must be considered: 

poverty reduction, and support for the marginalized and vulnerable.

Despite the abundant wealth of our society, too many are 
caught in the trap of chronic poverty. For many, a living 
wage and dignified housing are beyond reach.  The Church 
teaches that the opportunity for a dignified life and housing 
are fundamental human rights. 

LIBERAL POLICY: The party has backed away from a 2018 
resolution to work with provinces to develop a “universal, 
equitable, and sustainable guaranteed minimum income 
model for the benefit of all Canadians,” to upgrade existing 
affordable housing complexes to meet currently-accepted 
standards, and to control housing costs.  It has recently 
stated that its child tax credit amounts to a basic income 
guarantee, while reserving the possibility that a universal 
minimum support might be brought forward in future. Click 
here to review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling 
its 2015 campaign promises. Review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at http://
catholicconscience.org/19804    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19055

Whether homeless, or mentally ill, or suffering through 
painful addictions, or facing the scourge of racism and 
discrimination, the marginalized of our communities are all 
around us. As Catholics, we are called to serve them. We 
must do so through our own action in our communities, 
our commitment to true charity, and in ensuring our 
governments take appropriate action to secure the human 
dignity of all. 

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberals will amend the Canada Health 
Act to make sure the full range of mental health services 
required by Canadians are available in every province and 
territory, introduce new accountability standards so that 
Canadians can know what to expect from the public health 
system when they need it, and continue to crack down on 
private delivery and extra billing. In June 2018 the Liberal 
government legalized recreational use of marijuana. Click 
here to review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling 
its 2015 campaign promises. Review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at http://
catholicconscience.org/19012    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19721

Poverty Reduction Support for the Marginalized and Vulnerable
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH PREFERENTIAL 
OPTION FOR THE POOR

As Catholics, we are called to vote with special concern for the poor and the vulnerable of all kinds. Here are just two federal 
political issues in which the preferential option for the poor must be considered: 

poverty reduction, and support for the marginalized and vulnerable.

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to maintaining the Canada Child Benefit, 
which the Liberal government claims has lifted 300,000 
children out of poverty. The Conservatives will remove the 
GST from home heating and energy bills and will reduce 
regulatory barriers to new home construction with the aim 
of increasing home construction at lower prices. Read about 
the Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19227

NDP POLICY: The NDP proposes to work with provinces 
to launch a basic income pilot project, to create 500,000 
quality affordable housing units over ten years, and to foster 
development of social, community, and affordable housing 
providers and co-ops. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19096

GREEN POLICY: The party calls for a Guaranteed Livable 
Income (GLI) to pull families and children out of poverty.  
The party believes that it is the right of every Canadian to 
have affordable, safe, and secure housing, and the party 
supports the reestablishment of housing co-ops, proposing 
a combination of tax credits and government initiatives to 
ensure that lack of access to affordable housing is eliminated 
as a factor in homelessness.  Read about the Green’s platform 
at  http://catholicconscience.org/19279

CONSERVATIVE POLICY:  The Conservatives have made a 
Health and Social Program Guarantee, a promise to increase 
both the Canada Health Transfer and the Canada Social 
Transfer—financial transfers from the federal government to 
the provinces which help pay for health and social services. 
The party acknowledges that health care includes mental 
illness, and that all levels of government should work to 
improve research, awareness, and treatment of individuals 
affected by mental illness, and their families.  The party urges 
all levels of government to assist in provision of shelters for 
the homeless, and understanding causes and solutions to 
homelessness. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign 
commitments at http://catholicconscience.org/19520

NDP POLICY: The NDP calls for expansion of mental 
health care coverage under the Canada Health Act, and for 
declaration of an emergency with respect to opioid abuse.  
The party seeks decriminalization and de-stigmatization of 
drug addiction.  The party calls for establishment of a legal 
right to housing, and implementation of a national housing 
strategy to end to homelessness within ten years. Read about 
the NDP’s platform at http://catholicconscience.org/19190

GREEN POLICY: The party promotes a comprehensive 
approach to mental healthcare; reduction of drug addictions 
by legalization of heroin and other opioids for clinical 
treatment and prevention; by increasing the number of 
detox facilities and injection clinics; and by creating non-
threatening spaces for young addicts.  The party calls for 
increased efforts to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and 
improve its management.  The party seeks to address 
homelessness through improvements in affordable housing 
availability. Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19548

Conscience Rights Economic Justice
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM

If the purpose of life is for each individual to find his or her way back to God, according to what he or she sees as truth, 
then it is necessary that each individual be ensured adequate freedom to do that.  Each time government restricts an 
aspect of freedom, or takes it upon itself something the individual, or groups of individuals, could do for themselves, the 
individual and the group are to a greater or lesser extent restricted in their freedom, and potentially in their efforts to find 
their way back to God.  The same is true each time a higher level of government imposes restrictions or takes on work 
that can responsibly be left to lower levels of government.  Thus freedom, “the highest sign in man of his being made 
in the divine image,” is one of the four fundamental values of Catholic social teaching.  It corollary, “subsidiarity,” is one 
of the four permanent principles:  “Just as it is gravely wrong to take from individuals what they can accomplish by their 
own initiative and industry and give it to the community, so also it is an injustice and at the same time a grave evil and 
disturbance of right order to assign to a greater and higher association what lesser and subordinate organizations can do.” 
To Catholics, civil society, local government, and the freedom to participate are essential to human flourishing.  Each of us 
is called to participate in civil society, as we all have something original and creative to offer the community. Read more in 
Chapter 4, Part 4 of the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19830

As Catholics, we are called to vote with subsidiarity and participation in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which they must be considered: 

the rights and duties of cities and provinces, and encouragement of the not-for-profit and charitable sectors.

The Compendium states, “The principle of subsidiarity…
calls on higher-level social authority … to help individuals 
and intermediate groups to fulfil their duties.” In many 
cases, the duties of public service and programs for citizens 
rightfully fall on Canada’s provinces and municipalities. The 
federal government has a role to play in supporting these 
other levels of government in performing their duties—and 
equally, it should not unduly usurp the responsibilities of 
these other, more local forms of government.

LIBERAL POLICY: The party has called for cooperation with 
provincial, territorial, aboriginal, and municipal governments 
in developing and implementing policies. The Liberal 
government transferred uncommitted federal infrastructure 
funds to municipalities through a temporary top-up of 
the Gas Tax Fund. Review the Liberal government’s record in 
fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19256    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19462

At the heart of civil society are the not-for-profit and 
charitable sectors. Subsidiarity requires “the encouragement 
of private initiative so that every social entity remains at the 
service of the common good.” Ensuring these sectors thrive 
is essential to the common good.  Catholic social teaching 
notes, “The political community and civil society, although 
mutually connected and interdependent, are not equal in 
the hierarchy of ends. The political community is essentially 
at the service of civil society…”

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government amended the 
rules governing the charitable and not-for-profit sectors 
by clarifying the tax rules governing “political activity,” 
with an understanding that charities make an important 
contribution to public debate and public policy. Review the 
Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign 
promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19770    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19441

Rights and Duties of Cities & Provinces Nurturing the Not-for-Profit and Charitable Sectors
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CONSERVATIVE POLICY:  The Conservatives have made a 
Health and Social Program Guarantee, a promise to increase 
both the Canada Health Transfer and the Canada Social 
Transfer—financial transfers from the federal government to 
the provinces which help pay for health and social services. 
The Conservative Party has committed to pursuing the 
creation of a National Energy Corridor, in consultation 
with the provinces—a coast-to-coast route for moving 
Canadian resources, with the goal of making Canada energy 
independent; and proposes an Interprovincial Free Trade 
Agreement to eliminate trade barriers between provinces. 
The party has affirmed its commitment to constitutional 
federal principles, including the notion of strong provincial 
governments. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign 
commitments at http://catholicconscience.org/19351

NDP POLICY: The NDP has called for cooperation with 
provincial, territorial, aboriginal, and municipal governments 
in developing and implementing policies pertaining to 
energy, the environment, housing, infrastructure, labor, 
healthcare, seniors, school nutrition, and the economy, with 
an emphasis on establishment of national policy standards. 
Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19789

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party seeks to fundamentally 
reexamine the place of the provincial and municipal orders 
of government within Confederation, by giving cities a place 
in the Canadian Council of Governments and enhancing the 
use and scope of city charters.  The party would create a new 
pool of municipal infrastructure funding; increase the Gas 
Tax Transfer to municipalities to five cents/litre to be used in 
funding sustainable transportation initiatives; and dedicate 
1% of GST to municipal housing projects. Read about the 
Green’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19951

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The party believes that a 
responsible government must be fiscally prudent and 
should be limited to those responsibilities which cannot be 
discharged reasonably by the individual or others; and should 
provide services to Canadians that cannot be provided more 
efficiently and effectively by individuals or by the private 
sector.  The party supports measures, including those 
implemented through the tax system, which encourage 
charitable giving by individuals and corporations to the arts 
and cultural community. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 
campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19480

NDP POLICY: The NDP has no known published policy or 
position concerning the role of charitable organizations, 
in their 2019 commitments or elsewhere. Read about the 
NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19754

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party has promised to support 
multicultural communities by assisting cultural organizations 
to obtain charitable status, and establish charitable tax 
credits for the private donation of easements on heritage 
properties to charitable organizations or local governments. 
The party believes that vibrant communities are places 
where… volunteering for the public good is common, leading 
to feelings of affiliation, belonging, and empowerment, and 
that social networks are a key ingredient for community 
resilience.  The party notes that budgets for CRA audits of 
charities devoted to environmental protection and human 
rights have been vastly increased, and undertakes to 
promote revising and updating laws relating to charitable 
NGOs, so that NGOs can participate in advocacy and be 
able to retain their charitable status and their ability to 
accept tax deductible donations. Read about the Green’s 
platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19526

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION AND FREEDOM

As Catholics, we are called to vote with subsidiarity and participation in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which they must be considered: 

the rights and duties of cities and provinces, and encouragement of the not-for-profit and charitable sectors.

Rights and Duties of Cities & Provinces Nurturing the Not-for-Profit and Charitable Sectors
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH DIGNITY OF WORK 
& RIGHTS OF WORKERS

Catholic social teaching has a great deal to say about the  importance of work to human fulfillment, and the consequent 
rights and dignity that is owed to workers in the economy— “the right to a just wage; the right to rest; the right ‘to a 
working environment and to manufacturing processes which are not harmful to the workers’ physical health or to their 
moral integrity’; the right that one’s personality in the workplace should be safeguarded ‘without suffering any affront 
to one’s conscience or personal dignity’; the right to appropriate subsidies that are necessary for the subsistence of 
unemployed workers and their families; the right to a pension and to insurance for old age, sickness, and in case of work-
related accidents; the right to social security connected with maternity; the right to assemble and form associations.” Even 
as our economy changes, the human dignity of workers must come before all else. Read more in Chapter 6, Part 3 of the 
Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19397

As Catholics, we are called to vote with dignity of work and the rights of workers in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which they must be considered: 

dignified employment for a living wage, local small businesses.

Catholic social teaching says that work is an essential 
expression of personhood. “The human person is the 
measure of the dignity of work… In fact, there is no 
doubt that human work has an ethical value of its own, 
which clearly and directly remains linked to the fact that 
the one who carries it out is a person.” Yet many aspects 
of the contemporary economy undermine, rather than 
support, dignified employment. We are seeing a growing 
gap between the wealthiest Canadians and those making 
more-modest incomes. That gap is defined by the outsized 
income-generating potential of capital investment, rather 
than productive work. The gains of the 21st century 
economy are not fully shared by all. Many toil long hours 
in multiple jobs—a situation deleterious to a healthy family 
life—in order to scrape together wages that can secure a 
livelihood. Living wages are needed for all work for the sake 
not just of individual dignity, but to ensure work can always 
support the family.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government promises to 
invest in more employment for young people and believes 
that the future may involve guaranteed income supplements.  
It proposes several measures to support small businesses 
(see below), with the aim of creating new jobs. In 2018 
the Liberal government denied assistance for summer jobs 
to employers who opposed abortion. Review the Liberal 
government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19500   
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19656

Thriving, Local Small Businesses: Catholic social teaching 
says that “Work in small and medium-sized businesses, the 
work of artisans and independent work can represent an 
occasion to make the actual work experience more human, 
both in terms of the possibility of establishing positive 
personal relationships in smaller-sized communities and 
in terms of the opportunities for greater initiative and 
industriousness.” How then can we support the small 
enterprises that fuel a prosperous and dignified economy?

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberals propose to support small 
businesses by eliminating the “swipe fee” on HST and GST 
that merchants must pay to credit card companies every 
time a credit card is swiped. They will also create the 
Canada Entrepreneur Account — providing up to 2,000 
entrepreneurs a year with as much as $50,000 to launch 
a new business. The program will operate initially as a pilot 
project for the first 3 years. The Liberal government has 
reduced the small business tax rate to 9% from 11% and 
propose to halve the corporate tax rate for clean energy 
businesses. Click here to review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises. Review the 
Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign 
promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19036    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19115

Dignified Employment for a Living Wage Thriving, Local Small Businesses
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CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The party has resolved to support 
better secondary, post-secondary, and job-related education 
to improve Canada’s human capital. The Conservatives have 
committed to controlling spending, reducing regulatory 
barriers, and reducing taxes as means of creating jobs. 
Read about the Conservative’s plan for the economy at http://
catholicconscience.org/19012

NDP POLICY: The party proposes to ban unpaid internships 
and to establish a Workers Development Opportunity Fund 
to expand training opportunities beyond people who qualify 
for Employment Insurance. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19755

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party promises to invest in well-
paying, local, and sustainable jobs.  These investments include 
creating a Canadian Sustainable Generations Fund to invest 
in trades, apprenticeships, and education, to complement 
national infrastructure investment in renewable energy 
and green technologies. The party promises to ban unpaid 
internships; to boost access to apprentice programs in key 
trades, supporting those with skills to train youth through 
financial support to tradesmen in electricity, plumbing, 
carpentry, pipefitting, welding, and others. Read about the 
Green’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19993

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to repealing tax increases on small business 
investments, exempting spouses from tax increases on 
small business dividends, making it easier to navigate 
Canada’s tax system and the Canada Revenue Agency, 
reducing federal regulations by 25 per cent, and assigning a 
Minister reporting directly to the Prime Minister to lead red 
tape reduction efforts. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 
campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19065

NDP POLICY: The NDP promises to tackle issues that impact 
small business income, like high credit card merchant fees 
and the implementation of public, universal pharmacare.  
The party also promises to restore the corporate tax rate to 
18% for larger corporations, while maintaining reduced taxes 
for small and medium businesses. The party also proposes 
to provide small- and medium-sized businesses with a 
single point of government contact, to help ease regulatory 
processes and support compliance.  To support artists and 
cultural workers, the party promises to implement income-
tax averaging.  for artists and cultural workers. Read about 
the NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19736

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party promises to reduce 
red tape for small businesses and ensure that all new 
legislation enhances an economic environment conducive 
to small businesses.  They will also create Green Technology 
Commercialization grants to give green entrepreneurs a 
head start.  The party proposes to establish a federally-
funded Green Venture Capital Fund to support viable 
small local green business start-ups, with matching federal 
funds for locally-raised venture capital up to a set limit per 
community; eliminate duplicative tax and regulatory filings 
for small businesses; and require a consideration of the 
impact on small business of all new legislation. Read about 
the Green’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19297

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH DIGNITY OF WORK 
& RIGHTS OF WORKERS

As Catholics, we are called to vote with dignity of work and the rights of workers in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which they must be considered: 

dignified employment for a living wage, local small businesses.

Dignified Employment for a Living Wage Thriving, Local Small Businesses
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH SOLIDARITY

Catholic social teaching says that “Solidarity is an authentic moral virtue, not a ‘feeling of vague compassion or 
shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many people, both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering 
determination to commit oneself to the common good. That is to say to the good of all and of each individual, because we 
are all really responsible for all’… It is a virtue directed par excellence to the common good, and is found in ‘a commitment 
to the good of one’s neighbour with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for the sake of the other instead 
of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’ instead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.” As Catholics, we believe the 
common good is fundamentally tied to a sense of solidarity—a profound belief that the good of one is the good of all, that 
the other is as important as the self, and injustice done to another is an injustice that affects everyone.

The Compendium cautions that caring for one another, in accordance with the principle of solidarity, must be balanced 
with the requirement that all be free and responsible for their own actions, in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity.  “Solidarity without subsidiarity,” the Compendium warns, “can easily degenerate into a ‘Welfare State’, while 
subsidiarity without solidarity runs the risk of encouraging forms of self-centred localism. In order to respect both of these 
fundamental principles, the State’s intervention in the economic environment must be neither invasive nor absent, but 
commensurate with society’s real needs.” Read more in Chapter 4, Part 6 of the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19376

As Catholics, we are called to vote with solidarity in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which solidarity must be considered: 

immigrants and refugees, and Indigenous reconciliation.

Pope Francis has made the cause of justice for immigrants 
and refugees central to his papacy: “We must begin to 
thank those who give us the opportunity for this encounter, 
namely, the ‘others’ who knock on our doors, giving us the 
possibility to overcome our fears in order to encounter, 
welcome and assist Jesus in person.” As Catholics we are 
called to welcome immigrants and refugees to our country 
with generosity and good will, as if they were Jesus Christ 
himself. And beyond welcoming them, we must work 
to help them become fully participatory members of our 
communities—whether that is through helping them learn 
Canada’s main languages, helping them find dignified 
employment, housing, and the other necessities of life, and 
working to fight the scourge of racism and discrimination 
which so often faces newcomers to our societies.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal Government welcomed 
more than 40,000 refugees from the conflict in Syria to 
Canada, through both direct government sponsorship and 
cooperation with private organizations such as the Office 
of Refugees of the Archdiocese of Toronto; and provided 
$100 million to the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees.  More recently the government has slowed the 
rate of immigration. Review the Liberal government’s record in 
fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19547    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19032

The Canadian Catholic Church supported the work of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. An injustice done to 
one Canadian is an injustice done to all Canadians, and the 
injustice done against Indigenous Peoples throughout our 
history—and to this day—are grave, sinful, and a violation 
of human dignity. We must consider how the parties 
we are voting for intend to support thriving Indigenous 
communities in Canada, rooted in their unique cultures 
and traditions, and contributing to the human dignity of all 
Indigenous peoples.

LIBERAL POLICY: Liberal cabinet minister Carolyn Bennett 
has publicly stated that the Liberal election platform will 
include a commitment to pass legislation so that Canada’s 
laws respect the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples—a commitment they also made in their 
2015 platform but did not fulfill.  The Liberal government 
launched a national public inquiry into missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls and provided new funding to 
help Indigenous communities promote and preserve their 
languages and cultures. Review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19437    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19355

Immigrants & Refugees Indigenous Reconciliation
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CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative party seeks 
to encourage responsible immigration policies, including 
stressing fairness in immigration, emphasizing economic 
immigration, ending illegal immigration and revisiting 
Safe Third Country rules, ensuring that families are able 
to immigrate together and protecting refugees facing 
persecution, and promoting private sponsorship of refugees. 
Read about the Conservative’s immigration plan at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19789

NDP POLICY: The NDP promises to reduce the immigration 
backlog and work with Canadians to resettle refugees in 
their communities, ensuring that the newcomers are given 
the support they require to build new lives and new homes 
in Canada.  The party promises to suspend the Safe Third 
Country Agreement with the United States. Read about the 
NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19985

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party promises work with 
professional associations to create a robust system for 
evaluating the education and training credentials of 
immigrants against Canadian standards, with the goal 
of expediting accreditation and expanding professional 
opportunities for immigrants, lead a national discussion to 
define the term “environmental refugee,” advocating for its 
inclusion as a refugee category in Canada and accept an 
appropriate share of the world’s environmental refugees 
into Canada. Read about the Green’s platform at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19099

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The party has declared that 
the importance of building long-term partnerships with 
aboriginal peoples should be considered as a part of 
needed reforms of Canadian federalism; that the Indian Act 
should be replaced by new legislation proposing a new deal 
with First Nations based on autonomy, taxation, capacity, 
transparency, accountability, and property rights; and 
that the Auditor General should be empowered to review 
spending of Aboriginal governments and organizations that 
receive public funds. Read about the Conservative’s 2019 
campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19180

NDP POLICY: The party promises to fully implement the 
UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 
Calls to Action of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission; 
to respect treaties and support building and re-building of 
Indigenous governance structures; to support indigenous 
jurisdiction over child welfare systems and to fully fund 
services on reserves; to establish National Day of Truth & 
Reconciliation and to provide safe and affordable housing 
in every indigenous community, on and off reserve; and to 
ensure clean water for all indigenous communities by 2021. 
Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19981

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party has committed to 
enshrining the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in Canadian law and implement the calls to action 
from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the 
Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls. The Green Party rejects the Indian Act as racist and 
oppressive legislation and is committed to dismantling the 
Act in full partnership and with First Nations taking the lead 
role in the process. Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19834

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH SOLIDARITY

As Catholics, we are called to vote with solidarity in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which solidarity must be considered: 

immigrants and refugees, and Indigenous reconciliation.

Immigrants & Refugees Indigenous Reconciliation



CatholicConscience.org2019 Page 19

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH GOOD 
GOVERNANCE & CHARACTER IN PUBLIC OFFICE

Catholic social teaching places special responsibilities and moral duties on those who wield political authority, particularly 
our elected representatives. As Catholics, we must hold our representatives to these moral standards. “Those with 
political responsibilities must not forget or underestimate the moral dimension of political representation, which consists 
in the commitment to share fully in the destiny of the people and to seek solutions to social problems. In this perspective, 
responsible authority also means authority exercised with those virtues that make it possible to put power into practice as 
service (patience, modesty, moderation, charity, efforts to share), an authority exercised by persons who are able to accept 
the common good, and not prestige or the gaining of personal advantages, as the true goal of their work.” Read more in 
Chapter 8, Part  4c of the Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19895

As Catholics, we are called to vote with good governance and the character of our elected officials in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which solidarity must be considered: 

stewardship of public funds and responsible, ethical government.

“’Being at the service of its citizens, the State is the steward of the people’s resources, which it must administer with a 
view to the common good’. Excessive bureaucratization is contrary to this vision and arises when ‘institutions become 
complex in their organization and pretend to manage every area at hand.” To properly steward the people’s resources and 
aim them at the common good, our elected representatives must responsibly manage public funds and govern with the 
highest sense of responsibility and ethics.

Public spending is directed to the common good when 
certain fundamental principles are observed: the payment of 
taxes as part of the duty of solidarity; a reasonable and fair 
application of taxes; precision and integrity in administering 
and distributing public resources.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government has not kept 
several of its 2015 fiscal promises, including its promise to 
balance the budget by 2019 and run fiscal deficits only in 
2016 and 2017. The current budget forecasts nearly double 
the maximum deficit promised during the 2015 campaign, 
and maintains a pattern that will not allow a budget until at 
least 2040. Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling 
its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19576    
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19252

Truth is one of the four fundamental values of Catholic social 
teaching.  Good governance requires both transparency and 
accountability.  In addition, Catholic Conscience regards 
campaign commitments as promises, and those made in 
published platforms statements as particularly solemn, since 
they can be viewed as part of a contractual offer extended 
by those who seek office to those who elect them.

LIBERAL POLICY: The Liberal government has been accused 
of interfering with the justice system and removing from 
office a Justice Minister who objected to that interference, 
in the so-called SNC-Lavalin affair. The government created 
a new, non-partisan process for advising the Prime Minister 
on Senate appointments; and removed its Senate caucus, 
leaving only an independent caucus of Senate Liberals.  
In 2015 the party promised to end the first-past-the-
post electoral system and to replace it with proportional 
representation.  In early 2017, the prime minister’s office 
informed the Minister of Democratic Institutions that 
“changing the electoral system will not be in your mandate.” 
Review the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 
campaign promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19551
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19025
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CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to canceling at least $1.5 billion in corporate 
handouts and subsidies. They have promised to balance 
the books over five years. The party has called for 
implementation of detailed processes to streamline 
government services and eliminate waste, unnecessary 
overlap, and duplication between levels of government 
and across the federal government; and supports regular 
evaluation of all major government spending programs. Read 
about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19132

NDP POLICY: The NDP has no known stated position 
regarding balanced budgets. The party promises to increase 
the top marginal tax rate two percent, to 35%, for those 
earning over $210k CAD, to tax those holding more than 
$20M CAD in wealth to incur 1% wealth tax, to generate 
several billion dollars annually, and to increase enforcement 
for tax evaders. Read about the NDP’s platform at  http://
catholicconscience.org/19578

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party is committed to a balanced 
budget and to reducing the national debt. To pay down the 
debt, particularly the deficit, while supporting programs 
that meet immediate social, economic, and environmental 
needs, the party proposes to maintain a healthy and fair 
level of taxation while ensuring that Canadians get good 
value for their tax dollars; to set a disciplined schedule to 
that would meet immediate social and environmental needs, 
increasing debt reduction over time but starting with modest 
targets to permit investment in critical programs. The party 
undertakes to ensure that we do not transfer the deficit 
from our financial statements to our critical infrastructure. 
Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19751

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to launching a judicial inquiry into the SNC-
Lavalin affair. They would also introduce the No More 
Cover-Ups Act to allow the RCMP to access information 
protected by cabinet confidence by making an application 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. This is aimed at preventing 
corrupt politicians from hiding behind cabinet confidence to 
escape police investigation. The party seeks to strengthen 
internal audit & comptrollership functions of government 
to confirm delivery matches the intent of the program, 
and to enable the Auditor General to table reports when 
Parliament is not sitting and make them public. Click here to 
read the Conservatives’ 2019 campaign commitments. Read 
about the Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19289

NDP POLICY: The party calls for creation and enforcement 
of tougher penalties for conflicts of interest and abuse of 
public trust cases; the banning of cash-for-access events; 
the convening of public inquiries as necessary; prohibiting 
corporations facing criminal charges from lobbying elected 
officials; ensuring that prosecutions of corporate crimes are 
free of political interference; and introduction of ethical social 
and environmental screens on government procurement to 
eliminate corruption and needless pollution.  Read about the 
NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19058

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party will introduce integrity-
in-government legislation, and will strengthen the role 
and protect the independence of parliamentary officers 
including the Ombudsman, the Auditor General, the 
Ethics Commissioner, the Information Commissioner, the 
Commissioner of Official Languages and the Parliamentary 
Budget Officer, strengthen the Conflict of Interest Act to 
include financial and other penalties for breaking the law, 
strengthen the Lobbying Act to require greater transparency 
and prevent “revolving doors” between political life, the 
public service and lobbying. Read about the Green’s platform 
at  http://catholicconscience.org/19458 

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH GOOD 
GOVERNANCE & CHARACTER IN PUBLIC OFFICE

As Catholics, we are called to vote with good governance and the character of our elected officials in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which solidarity must be considered: 

stewardship of public funds and responsible, ethical government.
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CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH 
PROMOTION OF PEACE

Peace is one of the highest values we promote as Catholics. According to Catholic social teaching, “Peace is a value and a 
universal duty founded on a rational and moral order of society that has its roots in God himself… Peace is not merely the 
absence of war… Rather it is founded on a correct understanding of the human person and requires the establishment of 
an order based on justice and charity.” Peace, based on a culture and order of love and justice, is an overarching goal for 
all Catholics as we participate in community and politics. Read more Chapter 11, Part 3 in the Compendium of Catholic 
Social Teaching at http://catholicconscience.org/19391

As Catholics, we are called to vote with the promotion of peace in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which peace must be considered: 
international development and foreign policy, and the global weapons trade.

Canada is among the wealthiest countries on Earth—and just as we as Christians have an individual responsibility to the 
poor and vulnerable, so too does Canada have a responsibility to our neighbours and fellow children of God around the 
world. Catholic social teaching calls us to a duty to protect the innocent, whether through generous and effective global 
aid, or by strict controls on the global weapons trade. 

LIBERAL POLICY:  The Liberal government refocused 
foreign development assistance on helping the poorest and 
most vulnerable, with a focus on maternal, newborn and 
child health (MNCH). The party promised to cover the full 
range of reproductive health services, including abortions, 
as part of MNCH initiatives. Review the Liberal government’s 
record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign promises at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19970
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19839

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservatives have 
committed to continuing the international development 
priorities of the former Harper government, including 
programs like the Maternal and Child Health Initiative. 
They have called for the aligning of Canada’s international 
development programs with Canadian domestic values like 
on the subject of protecting religious minorities and ensuring 
the equality of women and girls. The party believes that 
abortion should be explicitly excluded from material aid and 
child health programs provided by Canada, particularly as it 
is extremely divisive and often illegal. The party is committed 
to strengthening Canada’s record in foreign aid and calls 
for guiding legislation that includes a clear mandate for 
development assistance; mechanisms for policy coherence, 
monitoring, accountability and reporting to Parliament; and 
enhanced public transparency. Read about the Conservative’s 
2019 campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19919

“Appropriate measures are needed to control the production, 
sale, importation and exportation of small arms and light 
weapons, armaments that facilitate many outbreaks of 
violence to occur,” according to the Compendium. “The sale 
and trafficking of such weapons constitute a serious threat 
to peace.”

LIBERAL POLICY: In 2015 the Liberal party promised to 
ensure that Canada becomes a party to the International 
Arms Trade Treaty and has passed legislation which brings 
Canada closer to accession to the Treaty. The Liberal 
Government has announced that on September 17, 2019, 
Canada will become a party to the UN Arms Trade Treaty and 
be fully compliant with all obligations at that time. Following 
the 2015 election, the Liberal government continued the 
sale of $15 billion arms—including armoured vehicles—to 
Saudi Arabia during civil strife in Yemen and approved the 
sale of billions of dollars in arms to other countries. Review 
the Liberal government’s record in fulfilling its 2015 campaign 
promises at http://catholicconscience.org/19237
Read about the Liberal’s 2019 campaign commitments at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19406

CONSERVATIVE POLICY: The Conservative Party has no 
known published position on this topic. Read about the 
Conservative’s 2019 campaign commitments at 
http://catholicconscience.org/19566
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NDP POLICY: The NDP commits to contributing 0.7 percent 
of Gross National Income to foreign aid, and to meeting the 
UN 2030 development goals for poverty reduction, decent 
work, and rights of indigenous peoples. Read about the 
NDP’s platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19090

GREEN POLICY:  The Green Party has committed to 
reestablishing the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) that was dismantled by the Harper 
government, with a mandate to provide overseas 
development assistance where it is most needed. They 
would the requirement that aid be tied to Canadian business 
interests overseas, or strategic geopolitics, increase Canada’s 
overseas development assistance budget to reach former 
Prime Minister Pearson’s goal of 0.7 per cent of GDP, ramp 
up our national contribution to the Green Climate Fund and 
Global Environmental Facility to $4 billion per year by 2030, 
and review federal government policy to align with the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals and develop a mechanism 
to track progress in meeting these targets both at home and 
abroad. Read about the Green’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19009

NDP POLICY: The NDP has stated that Canada should be a 
force for peace, and that it supports nuclear disarmament, 
a recommitment to peacekeeping, and ensuring that 
Canadian-made weapons do not fueling conflict and human 
rights abuses abroad. Read about the NDP’s platform at  
http://catholicconscience.org/19824

GREEN POLICY: The Green Party would cancel the contracts 
to provide Saudi Arabia with armoured vehicles and ban 
importation of Saudi oil. Click here to read the full Green 
platform. The Green Party has committed to fulfillment 
of Canada’s obligations under international agreements, 
including the United Nations Firearms Protocol and the 
Organization of American States Firearms Convention, and 
to marking all imported firearms, as recommended by the 
Canadian Association of Police Boards and the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police. Read about the Green’s 
platform at  http://catholicconscience.org/19801

CONSCIENCE CARD:
DISCERNING YOUR VOTE THROUGH 
PROMOTION OF PEACE

As Catholics, we are called to vote with the promotion of peace in mind. 
Here are just two federal political issues in which peace must be considered: 
international development and foreign policy, and the global weapons trade.
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