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Welcome to another Lay 
Formation beginning.  Fall 
brings a newness, an 
excitement, and so does our 
new Lay Formation journey!   
Aboriginal, Diocesan, and 
Eparchial participants will walk 
together from September 2017 
to June 2019.  Learning more 
about our faith, growing in 
love, and deepening our heart 
space is our hope for this time 
together.  Please hold us in your 
prayers!   

The Lay Formation team 
has changed slightly: 

Diocesan Stream Coordinators 

 Jennifer and Blair 
Carruthers  

Aboriginal Stream Coordinator 

 Marlene Hansen             
from Buffalo Narrows            

(see fall 2016 newsletter)  

Eparchial Stream Coordinators  

Srs. Marijka and Bonnie  

Volunteers Extraordinaire 

   Wayne & Joanne Kzyzyk, 
Henry Spilchuk,               
and Bob Friesen                 

will continue to support 
the team and the Lay 

Formation participants. 

The program times have 
changed:  

All three streams will 
begin their weekend 
together in prayer on 
Friday night at 7:15 pm.   

The Diocesan and 
Eparchial Streams will 
leave Queen’s House on 
Saturday evening at 8:30 
pm.  

The Aboriginal Stream will 
continue until Sunday 
after lunch.   

Thank you for the past 9 ½ 
years!  My heart is full of  
gratitude for the honor given to 
me on this journey with God’s 
holy people.  I am humbled to 
walk with the people from the 
dioceses of  Saskatoon, Prince 
Albert and Keewatin-Le Pas, 
and the Eparchy of  Saskatoon.   

Our God is an awesome God 
who is so generous!!  I have 
been so blessed, and I am so 
grateful for each and every one 
of  you.  You have taught me 
about God, and you have 
helped me to grow into a better 
person.   

Lyle and I will be moving to 
Comox, British Columbia       
at the end of  September.          
I ask for your prayers that I will 
incline my heart to God’s will. 

God’s abundant blessings         
to you,  
Mona 

Life is a song – sing it 
Life is a game – play it 

Life is a challenge – meet it 
Life is a dream – realize it 
Life is a sacrifice – offer it 

Life is love – enjoy it 
Sai Baba 
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COORDINATORS’MESSAGE

  

It is a great honor to be serving as the new Diocesan Lay Formation Coordinators.  We have been 
married for 27 years and have five amazing young adult children.  Although God has always been 
leading us, it was our leap of  faith in 2014 that found the seven of  us on a mission trip to Haiti 
with our parish, the Cathedral 
of  the Holy Family. Our lives 
have been forever changed.  We 
saw God at work in the lives of  
the poorest of  the poor, and we 
started a new journey of  faith.  
Since then, we have been very 
involved in the Alpha program 
and Mathew Kelly-Passion and 
Purpose programs.  God is 
leading us down this faith filled 
path and we will humbly walk 
wherever He may lead. 



“All good things come to an end”, 
the long lazy days of summer, days 
filled with the warmth of the sun 
are now shortened as dusk settles 
in earlier with each passing day.

My time as Co-Chair has ended. 
Let me be the first to welcome (in 
print) our two new Co chairs, 
Marjorie Stevens from the 2017 
Dioecesan stream and Veronica 
Chelack from the Eparchy stream. 

We welcome Marjorie and 
Veronica with open arms, eagerly 
awaiting the new and innovative 
ideas they will bring to the Co- 
Chair duties. 

As we bring in the new we usher 
out the old (not literally Colette)!! 
Colette Chantler has been 
exceptional in her role as secretary, 
trust me when I say exceptional!

Thank you to Barb Bratzer my Co-
Chair partner for her knowledge, 
eagerness to help  and insightful 
approach to the solutions found for 
issues that needed to be addressed. 

This is an exciting time for the Lay 
Formation program as it moves 
forward with a new format, new 
coordinators and new challenges. 
We hope and pray that you, the 
alumni, will continue to support 
the program. 

I am thankful for this opportunity 
to publicly say thank you and 
farewell to our past coordinator of 
the Lay formation program, Mona 
Goodman.  She is filled with God’s 
love and strives ever so faithfully 
to impart that love to each and 
everyone who are fortunate to 
encounter her. She has guided the 
alumni executive always with the 

intent of offering to the alumni 
members, events that allow us to 
enrich our faith and evangelize 
God’s love through our thoughts 
words and action towards others. 

I have truly been grateful for the 
shared laughter, hugs, stimulating 
conversations and friendships that 
I have experienced as a Co-chair.   

Blessings,

Lynn Onushko 
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As a recent graduate of  the Lay Formation Program (June, 2017), I am looking forward to 
participating as a Co-Chair of  the LF Alumni Executive.  The two-year formation was a very 
interesting and gratifying experience; an experience which left me wanting to know more about the 
beautiful Catholic Church in which I grew up.  I expect there will be much opportunity to learn and 
share even more as we continue this transformative journey together. 

Blessings, 

Marjorie Stevens



Hello, my name is Veronica 
Chelack.  I was part of  the Lay 
Formation Program Eparchial 
Stream 2015-2017, and I am 
excited to be a Co-Chair for the 
alumni association. 

I am a member of  St. George’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral.  I 
was at church one Faithful Sunday 
when a dear friend of  mine 
Theresa Hiebert came and 
chatted with me saying that I 
should consider going to Lay 
Formation. Theresa explained 
how uplifting the program is for 
her.   

I thought about it long and hard.  
There were moments that I was 
thinking what it would be like to 
learn more about God, Jesus, 
Mother Mary and the Disciples.  
Then there were moments (more 
than I like to admit) on why I 
shouldn’t go.  It would cut into my 
weekends off, or the weekends I 
would work.  And most of  all, I 
thought “OMG what would my 
family think?” 

Still not sure if  I wanted to go, I 
called and asked for the 
registration forms to be mailed to 
me.  Within a couple days I was 
reading and filling in 
forms.  I carried the 
envelope of  the filled 
forms with me for 2 

weeks.  Anytime I was by a mail 
box I tried to mail them, but the 
envelope would not leave my 
hand. Back in the purse the 
envelope went.  One Sunday I saw 
Theresa at church and asked her 
to mail in the forms for me as it 
seems something was stopping me 
from doing it.  Without hesitation 
Theresa smiled and took the 
envelope. 

The next thing I knew I received 
my acceptance letter, and I was 
part of  the Lay Formation 
2015-2017 group. 

I was scared the first weekend!  
You know the deer in the head 
light look?  Well I had that and 
you can see it in my picture that 
was taken by Wayne the first 
Friday night.  All the first year and 
second year participants gathered 
in the Chapel at Queen’s House 
that faithful Friday. All the first 
years had a second year 
participant that took them under 
their wings to show them that we 
were not to be scared and to 
welcome with open hearts on this 
journey that is about to start. 

Boy what a journey it has been 
and continuing.  There were a lot 

of  firsts, not to mention the ‘Ah 
Ha’ moments.  I was brought up 
that it was not okay to read the 
Bible, that was for the Priest to do.  
I never ever read the Bible.  The 
first time I read the Bible was at 
Lay Formation and WOW! What 
a great book.   

Though-out the 2 years I had 
struggles. First with the death of  
my mother and then with 
surgeries.  I thought that I was 
going through this alone, but in 
reality, the people at Lay 
Formation had my back and held 
my hand.  It took me awhile to 
figure this out (another “Ah Ha” 
and humbling moment).  There 
were times when my heart was not 
into going to Lay Formation, but I 
packed my bags and off  I went.  
Once I walked into the doors of  
Queen House and saw everyone, I 
was in the place I needed to be.  
After the summer break in 2016, I 
couldn’t wait for my second year 
to begin.  I was actually missing 
my Lay Formation weekends. 

The Lay Formation Program has 
opened my eyes and heart to God.  
It has taught me that I am not 
alone, that it’s okay to read the 

Bible (love the Gospel of  
Mark thanks to Gisele) 
and the list goes on.  
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

The Lay Formation Alumni collects $20.00/person as a ‘membership fee’ to cover the costs for the 
Lay Formation Missioning Tea held every second June (food and supplies) as well as newsletter 
mail outs and other initiatives for the Association. Thank you for supporting the Lay Formation 
journey and Alumni.

In the midst of my 
maternity leave and while enrolled 
in the Lay Formation program with 
the Diocese of Saskatoon, I heard 
God’s call to service in a way that 
I did not expect. During one Lay 
Formation weekend we had a 
variety of presenters talking about 
volunteer opportunities which 
included the Saskatoon 
Pregnancy Options Center.  I was 
immediately drawn to the work at 
the center, so I decided to find out 
more about the organization. In 
the next couple weeks, it seemed 
like I heard about the center 
everywhere! There were 
fundraising campaigns happening, 
I found them on social media, and 
I started seeing posters in places I 

visited. It was clear that God 
was trying to tell me 
something.  

I was not in a position to 
volunteer my time but I knew 
that I was still being called to 
help. So, on my first visit, I 
arrived with my son and bags 

and boxes full of donations. I had 
donated items that were above 
and beyond what I needed for my 
own child, and I also had sewn 
over 100 baby bibs. I felt so 
compelled to help the mothers 
who were supported by the center 
because I too was a new mother 
and could relate to their 
experiences. At my first visit, I was 
immediately welcomed by the 
staff and volunteers, and they 
allowed me to come in and learn 
about the center and all they do. I 
couldn’t believe how the Lord was 
working through the center and 
their employees/volunteers. I was 
overcome with emotion during my 
visit, and I realized that my own 
life has many stories and people 
that were just like the stories of 

the men and women who 
benefited from the services that 
the center offers.  

After my first visit I asked if 
there was anything else I could 
make for the mothers. They 
humbly asked for nursing pillows.  
I also made more bibs, hats, and 
tag blankets.  I even collected 
extra diapers from women in my 
neighborhood and took those to 
the center. I’m so thankful that I 
was able to learn about the 
Saskatoon Pregnancy Options 
center; I truly love to visit there. 
God worked with my situation and 
gave me a way to support other 
women journeying through 
motherhood which has been a 

Katelyn & 
Kaleb Peterson 

(2017 grad) 



�7

ALUMNIBOOKCLUB Alumni Book Club:  Meets on Thursdays 
once a month at 1 pm in Michael Koch 
Library Catholic Centre. All are welcome! 
Please contact Kate Hodgson 
kate.hodgson@sasktel.net  306-653-4682

LAY FORMATION 
BURSARY FUND
You can make donations to 
the Lay Formation Program 
by going to the Diocese of  

Saskatoon Website,  
www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com  

Want full access to the multimedia 
newsletter? Cancel your paper copy 

subscription by emailing 
layform@saskatoonrcdiocese.com 

and letting us know.  
All newsletters are online at 

www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com  
under Programs, Lay Formation, 
Alumni. 

GET LINKED IN WITH  
THE ONLINE NEWSLETTER

Click on the  
Donate Through Canada Helps 

button.  
Select Lay Formation. 
Online Newsletter 

Subscribers Click here:

https://www.canadahelps.org/
services/wa/dnm/en/#/page/
6297livepage.apple.com

With Our Deepest 
Sympathy  
Sister  Cecilie Fahl 
cofounder of  the 
Lay Formation 
Program and the 
first coordinator 

Celebrating 30 Years
Alumni Fall Gathering

2017 Join the Celebration

Friday, October 20 Saturday, October 21

Please join us for mass   
Bishop Gerry Wiesner presiding 

Reception to Follow 
 

Queen’s House 
601 Taylor Street E 

Saskatoon

7:00 pm
Living as Eucharistic People 

Fr. Mike Dechant OMI 
Cathedral of the Holy Family 

Bishop Klein Room 
To register please contact 
Ann Donald 306-343-9116 

email adonald@gscs.sk.ca or 
on-line 

www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/layformation 

8:15 am-3:30 pm

We hope to see you there.
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ALUMNIASSOCIATION
Executive

MISSIONING2017

Co-Chair Veronica Chelack 306-371-5000

Co-Chair Majorie Stevens 306-227-5056

Treasurer Ann Donald 306-343-9116

Secretary Vacant

Newsletter Coordinator Jen Green 306-290-6045

Diocesan Stream Coordinators Jennifer and Blair Carruthers 306-659-5846

Aboriginal Stream Coordinator Marlene Hansen 306-235-7774

Eparchial Stream Coordinator Sr. Bonnie Komarnicki, ssmi 306-652-1718

Eparchial Stream Coordinator Sr. Marijka Konderewicz, ssmi 306-652-1718


